
SALVATION. 3

Lord does not speak from heaven, and

touch the eyes of their understanding

by His Spirit, who can instruct or guide

them to good? Who can give them words

of eternal life? It is not in the power of

man to do it; but when the Lord gives

His Spirit to a person, or to a people,

they can then hear, believe, and be in-

structed. An Elder of Israel may preach

the principles of the Gospel, from first

to last, as they were taught to him, to a

congregation ignorant of them; but if he

does not do it under the influence of the

Spirit of the Lord, he cannot enlighten

that congregation on those principles, it

is impossible. Job said that, "There is

a spirit in man, and the inspiration of

the Almighty giveth them understand-

ing." Unless we enjoy that understand-

ing in this probation, we cannot grow or

increase, we cannot be made acquainted

with the principles of truth and righ-

teousness so as to become exalted. Admit

that the Spirit of the Lord should give

us understanding, what would it prove

to us? It would prove to me, at least,

and what I may safely say to this con-

gregation, that Zion is here. Whenever

we are disposed to give ourselves per-

fectly to righteousness, to yield all the

powers and faculties of the soul (which

is the spirit and the body, and it is there

where righteousness dwells); when we

are swallowed up in the will of Him who

has called us; when we enjoy the peace

and the smiles of our Father in Heaven,

the things of His Spirit, and all the bless-

ings we are capacitated to receive and

improve upon, then are we in Zion, that

is Zion. What will produce the opposite?

Hearkening and giving way to evil, noth-

ing else will.

If a community of people are per-

fectly devoted to the cause of righ-

teousness, truth, light, virtue, and ev-

ery principle and attribute of the holy

Gospel, we may say of that people, as

the ancient Apostle said to his breth-

ren, "Know ye not your own selves, how

that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye

be reprobates;" there is a throne for the

Lord Almighty to sit and reign upon,

there is a resting place for the Holy

Ghost, there is a habitation of the Fa-

ther and the Son. We are the temples of

God, but when we are overcome of evil by

yielding to temptation, we deprive our-

selves of the privilege of the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Ghost, taking up their

abode and dwelling with us. We are

the people, by our calling and profession,

and ought to be by our daily works, of

whom it should be truly said, "Ye are the

temples of our God." Let me ask, what

is there to prevent any person in this

congregation from being so blessed, and

becoming a holy temple fit for the in-

dwelling of the Holy Ghost? Has any be-

ing in heaven or on earth done aught to

prevent you from becoming so blessed?

No, but why the people are not so privi-

leged I will leave you to judge. I would

to God that every soul who professes to

be a Latter-day Saint was of that char-

acter, a holy temple for the indwelling

of the Father, the Son, and the Holy

Ghost, but it is not so. Is there any in-

dividual within the sound of my voice

today, that has received the Holy Ghost

through the principles of the Gospel, and

at the same time has not received a love

for them? I will answer that question.

Wait and see who it is that falls out by

the way; who it is in whom the seed of

truth has been sown, but has not taken

root; and then you will know the indi-

viduals who have received the truth, but

have never received a love of it—they do

not love it for itself. What a delight-

ful aspect would this community present

if all men and women, old and young,

were disposed to leave off their own sins

and follies, and overlook those of their

neighbors; if they would cease watch-

ing their neighbors for iniquity, and


