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or less influenced by the acts of each.

Is this the kind of being that departs

from our sight when its earthly taberna-

cle is laid off, and the veil of eternity is

lowered between us? Yes, verily. Where

then does it go?

To heaven, says one; to the eternal

world of glory, says another; to the ce-

lestial kingdom, to inherit thrones and

crowns, in all the fullness of the presence

of the Father, and of Jesus Christ, says a

third.

Now, my dear hearers, these things

are not so. Nothing of the kind. Thrones,

kingdoms, crowns, principalities, and

powers, in the celestial and eternal

worlds, and the fullness of the pres-

ence of the Father, and of His Son Je-

sus Christ, are reserved for resurrected

beings, who dwell in immortal flesh.

The world of resurrected beings, and the

world of spirits, are two distinct spheres,

as much so as our own sphere is distinct

from that of the spirit world.

Where then does the spirit go, on its

departure from its earthly tabernacle? It

passes to the next sphere of human ex-

istence, called the world of spirits, a veil

being drawn between us in the flesh, and

that world of spirits. Well, says one, is

there nomore than one place in the spirit

world? Yes, there are many places and

degrees in that world, as in this. Jesus

Christ, when absent from his flesh, did

not ascend to the Father, to be crowned,

and enthroned in power. Why? Because

he had not yet a resurrected body, and

had therefore a mission to perform in

another sphere. Where then did he go?

To the world of spirits, to wicked, sin-

ful spirits, who died in their sins, be-

ing swept off by the flood of Noah. The

thief on the cross, who died at the same

time, also went to the same world, and

to the same particular place in the same

world, for he was a sinner, and would

of course go to the prison of the con-

demned, there to await the ministry of

that Gospel which had failed to reach his

case while on the earth.

How many other places Jesus might

have visited while in the spirit world is

not for me to say, but there was a mo-

ment in which the poor, uncultivated, ig-

norant thief was with him in that world.

And as he commenced, though late, to re-

pent while on the earth, we have reason

to hope that that moment was improved

by our Savior, in ministering to him that

Gospel which he had no opportunity to

teach to him, while expiring on the cross.

"This day shalt thou be with me in Par-

adise," said Jesus, or, in other words, this

day shalt thou be with me in the next

sphere of existence—the world of spirits.

Now mark the difference. Jesus was

there, as a preacher of righteousness, as

one holding the keys of Apostleship, or

Priesthood, anointed to preach glad tid-

ings to the meek, to bind up the broken

hearted, to preach liberty to the captive,

and the opening of the prison to them

that were bound. What did the thief go

there for? He went there in a state of

ignorance, and sin, being uncultivated,

unimproved, and unprepared for salva-

tion. He went there to be taught, and to

complete that repentance, which in a dy-

ing moment he commenced on the earth.

He had beheld Jesus expire on the

cross, and he had implored him to re-

member him when he should come into

possession of his kingdom. The Savior

under these extreme circumstances, did

not then teach him the Gospel, but re-

ferred him to the next opportunity, when

they should meet in the spirit world. If

the thief thus favored continued to im-

prove, he is no doubt waiting in hope

for the signal to be given, at the sound

of the next trump, for him to leave the

spirit world, and to reenter the fleshly

tabernacle, and to ascend to a higher


