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with its hopes and consolations, as is the
Pope of Rome, or the Bishop of Canter-
bury, or as are the Chiefs of the Indian
tribes of Utah.

And why this ignorance in the spirit
world? Because a portion of the inhabitants
thereof are found unworthy of the conso-
lations of the Gospel, until the fullness of
time, until they have suffered in hell, in the
dungeons of darkness, or the prisons of the
condemned, amid the buffetings of fiends,
and malicious and lying spirits.

As in earth, so in the spirit world. No
person can enter into the privileges of the
Gospel, until the keys are turned, and the
Gospel opened by those in authority, for
all which there is a time, according to the
wise dispensations of justice and mercy.

It was many, many centuries before
Christ lived in the flesh, that a whole gen-
eration, eight souls excepted, were cut off
by the flood. What became of them? I do
not know exactly all their history in the
spirit world. But this much I know—they
have heard the Gospel from the lips of a
crucified Redeemer, and have the privilege
of being judged according to men in the
flesh. As these persons were ministered
to by Jesus Christ, after he had been put
to death, it is reasonable to suppose that
they had waited all that time, without the
knowledge or privileges of the Gospel.

How long did they wait? You may
reckon for yourselves. The long ages, cen-
turies, thousands of years which intervened
between the flood of Noah and the death of
Christ. Oh! the weariness, the tardy move-
ment of time! The lingering ages for a peo-
ple to dwell in condemnation, darkness, ig-
norance, and despondency, as a punishment
for their sins. For they had been filled with
violence while on the earth in the flesh, and
had rejected the preaching of Noah, and the
Prophets which were before him.

Between these two dispensations,
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so distant from each other in point of
time, they were left to linger without hope,
and without God, in the spirit world; and
similar has been the fate of the poor Jew,
the miserable Lamanite, and many others
in the flesh. Between the commission and
ministry of the Former and Latter-day
Saints, and Apostles, there has been a long
and dreary night of darkness. Some fifteen
to seventeen centuries have passed away, in
which the generations of man have lived
without the keys of the Gospel.

Whether in the flesh, or in the spirit
world, is this not hell enough? Who can
imagine a greater hell than that before our
eyes, in the circumstances of the poor, mis-
erable, degraded Indian and his ancestors,
since the keys of the Gospel were taken
from them some fifteen hundred years ago?
Those who had the Gospel in the former
dispensations, and were made partakers
of its spirit, its knowledge, and its powers,
and then turned away, and became the en-
emies of God, and of His Saints, the ma-
licious and willful opposers of that which
they knew to be true, have no forgiveness
in this world, neither in the spirit world,
which is the world next to come.

Such apostates seek, in all dispensations,
to bring destruction on the innocent, and to
shed innocent blood, or consent thereto. For
such, I again repeat, I know no forgiveness.
Their children, who, by the conduct of such
fathers, have been plunged into ignorance
and misery for so many ages, and have lived
without the privileges of the Gospel, will
look down upon such a parentage with min-
gled feelings of horror, contempt, reproach,
and pity, as the agents who plunged their
posterity into the depths of misery and woe.

Think of those swept away by the
flood in the days of Noah. Did they
wait a long time in prison? Forty
years! O what a time to be im-
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