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all the talent bestowed upon me, I feel

to serve, praise, adore, and acknowledge

the Lord our God.

Let me ask a question. Finding our-

selves in our present position in the

world of sin and darkness, of igno-

rance, unbelief, superstition, and tradi-

tion, which have been woven and inter-

woven with our lives; thrown around us

like a mantle, which is used to shield the

body from the cold and from the storm;

considering ourselves as we are, then

ask ourselves the question, if on earth

we have any idea of anything like a king-

dom or community of people being celes-

tial; then ask ourselves again, if we have,

does not the presentation this evening

border very nigh to it? I can say for

one, as far as we do know and under-

stand, as far as our capacities can ex-

pand, and grasp life and happiness, just

so far this community which is present

this evening, is advanced in the celestial

path.

If there is a heart here this evening,

that does not chime in with every sen-

timent of righteousness, that heart has

no power in this assembly. This com-

pany are controllable, like the ship by

the rudder, in a gentle breeze, that can

be turned hither and thither at the will

and pleasure of him who commands; so

with all here present; at the sound of

the voice, all is hushed, and every heart

throbs in unison in response to the words

of praise and thanksgiving to our Father

and our God. This proves that the major-

ity, at least, are right; and I have no rea-

son to believe that there is a heart in this

house, but chimes in with my own. Every

countenance is cheerful; every face is lit

up with a lively glow of joy, peace, and

tranquility.

We are now enjoying our pastimes.

We often meet together and worship

the Lord by singing, praying, and

preaching, fasting, and communing with

each other in the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper. Now we are met

in the capacity of a social community—

for what? That our minds may rest, and

our bodies receive that recreation which

is proper and necessary to keep up an

equilibrium, to promote healthy action to

the whole system.

Let our minds sing for joy, and let

life diffuse itself into every avenue of the

body; for the object of our meeting is for

its exercise, for its good.

This party was gotten up by the mem-

bers of the Legislature, to rest their

minds, to convene in a social capacity,

and enjoy the society of each other, with

their families, and to give renewed activ-

ity and energy, which will invigorate and

strengthen them in the discharge of the

arduous duties devolving upon them.

With regard to these feelings prevail-

ing in our midst this evening, as well

as the correctness of these principles,

all men and women must be their own

judge. I judge for myself, and not for

another, although I have that privilege,

and can do it with safety and propri-

ety. Why is this? Because when I look

upon the faces of my brethren, I know

their hearts; let the roots of bitterness

be there, and their countenances meet

mine, and I know it in a moment. Do you

not know it also? Can you not feel it?

Can you not see it? You can. This is why

I say that I have the privilege of judg-

ing others. You have the same privilege.

Having this privilege to judge for others

as well as myself, I feel to say, that every

heart of the company present this after-

noon and evening, feels to sing praises

to the Lord, and shout hallelujah to His

holy name. I am in the best place I ever

was during my life, and with the best so-

ciety. I never saw a community that en-

joyed the tranquility and peace that are

enjoyed by this people in these valley's

of the mountains. Is it not so? Judge for

yourselves, ye are my witnesses.

A few words, perhaps, will suffice


