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the company. I was requested to make a

few remarks at the opening of the meet-

ing, but I chose to delay speaking until a

more suitable time; for when any of my

brethren or myself speak to the people, I

wish all to hear that conveniently can,

because when we are in this capacity,

and call our minds together, it is to re-

flect for a few moments, and look at each

other, and think of the Lord; view over

the past times of our lives, and contrast

their history with the present festive mo-

ments. It is good to look upon each

other, because the faces of our friends,

and the gladness of their countenances,

cheer our hearts, furnishing food for fu-

ture reflection. Under all circumstances,

in every situation of our past lives, in ev-

ery transaction of business and of social

enjoyment, remember it is good to reflect

and consider upon it now in the days of

peace and prosperity, while we have the

privilege.

Our present situation, and the enjoy-

ments of this evening, will become subjects

of pleasant and agreeable reflection, when we

shall be separated from each other. Some of

these, my brethren, may be absent in foreign

lands; our sisters may be separated from this

community, and go to the right and to the left;

then these moments of festive joy will be re-

membered with pleasing emotions, and cher-

ished in fond memory in after years.

Again, when we meet in this capacity,

it is good for our minds to be refreshed on

this wise a little, for the reason, as you

are all aware, that we are naturally for-

getful, and it is according to the frailties

of human nature to decline and falter in

our feelings at the varied, besetting, en-

ticing, and almost overwhelming temp-

tations that are abroad in the world,

and with which the people, especially

those of the household of faith, have to

contend. Our former life, its anxieties

and enjoyments, are apt to be forgotten.

This is our experience. If we should suf-

fer ourselves to spend our time day af-

ter day, and week after week, as we are

today, how long would it be, before we

would forget the Lord? It would not be

long. If we continued in the exercising

of the body without reflection, this com-

pany would soon think—it is no mat-

ter about praying, or asking the Lord

about anything; we have enjoyed our-

selves heretofore, and all has been peace,

quietness, and good order. But how long

would it remain so? How long would it

be before we would become careless, if

we remembered not the Lord? For this

reason, I say, on every such occasion, it is

right, reasonable, and necessary, that ev-

ery heart be directed to the Lord. When

we have had sufficient recreation for our

good, let that suffice. It is all right; then

let our minds labor instead of our bod-

ies; and in all our exercises of body and

mind, it is good to remember the Lord.

If it cannot be so, but otherwise, I do not

wish to see another party while I live. If

I could not enjoy the Spirit of the Lord in

this capacity with you this evening, and

feel the power of God to rest upon me,

I should cease from all such indulgence.

From this time, never let us permit our-

selves to go one step beyond that which

the Lord will own and bless.

But I pause here, and for this

reason—I want it distinctly understood,

that fiddling and dancing are no part

of our worship. The question may be

asked, What are they for, then? I an-

swer, that my body may keep pace with

my mind. My mind labors like a man

logging, all the time; and this is the rea-

son why I am fond of these pastimes—

they give me a privilege to throw every-

thing off, and shake myself, that my body

may exercise, and my mind rest. What

for? To get strength, and be renewed

and quickened, and enlivened, and ani-

mated, so that my mind may not wear


