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good gifts to bestow upon your children

that heart could wish, and you lavish

them out, but the more you give, the

more slothful they become—how would

you feel? Just apply this to yourselves:

I know how I should feel. When I bring

my mind to bear upon this subject, and

see what the Lord has done for me, and

for this people, and think that I should

become remiss in my duty, so that the

Lord should have need to chasten me

again, it seems, on the first reflection,

that I ought to be damned. When I look

at myself before the Lord, and see what

He has called me to, and what He has

called my brethren and sisters to; how

He has bestowed blessings upon us, and

heaped them up until there is not room

to receive them, and I should want to

go to the gold mines, and return again

here to speculate upon the Saints, and

should be guilty of complaining all the

time, it seems, if I were to do this, the

Lord would damn me.

I know you feel as I do upon this

subject. When you take this into con-

sideration, your serious reflections hav-

ing place in your heart, you feel as I

do. For heaven's sake, for your own

sake, and for the sake of Him who died

for us, never let us falter in our duty.

While we live, it is our duty to love the

Lord with all our might, and with all our

strength, and with all our souls. This is

our duty first and foremost: we ought to

love Him better than our wives, children,

and brethren and sisters, and all things

besides. Is this our duty? Verily yes. Let

the heart love God, and serve Him, with-

out any division of feeling: never suffer

it to wander to the right or to the left for

one moment.

If these were the feelings of this

people, the Lord would lift up our

hands, exalt our hearts, and cause us

to walk in His almighty strength, so

that the devil and his imps would ne-

ver have power to bring another afflic-

tion upon us, never, no, never. There-

fore, love the Lord, keep His command-

ments, cleave to the Israel of God; this is

my exhortation all the time. And what

is the next duty? Love your neighbor

as yourself, do unto others as you would

that others should do unto you, cease

your contention and bad feelings, your

evil speaking and evil doing.

As I observed here not long since, I

consider it is a disgrace to the commu-

nity, and in the eyes of the Lord, and

of Angels, and in the eyes of all the

Prophets and Revelators that have ever

lived upon the earth, when a community

will descend to the low, degraded state

of contention with each other; this lit-

tle bickering, jarring, faultfinding, some-

body's abused me; why do you not say, if

you have a mind to abuse, abuse away?

Suppose every heart should say, if my

neighbor does wrong to me, I will not

complain, the Lord will take care of him.

Let every heart be firm, and everyone

say, I will never contend any more with

a man for property, I will not be cruel to

my fellow creature, but I will do all the

good I can, and as little evil as possible.

Now, where would be the wrong of taking

this course? This is the way to approxi-

mate toward a celestial state. A commu-

nity cannot be produced upon all the face

of the earth that presents a celestial as-

pect like this. If we continue to be faith-

ful and prayerful, and strive continually

to resist every evil, we shall approxi-

mate more and more towards that ce-

lestial kingdom, where there is an eter-

nal inheritance, and an unsullied glory.

And if we should look back upon our-

selves, when we were doing evil to each

other, should we not do so with regret

and shame? Should we not look upon our

past mortal lives with anguish and dis-

gust? I wish men would look upon that

eternity which is before them. In the


