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must return. It is all right to me; I have
seen a great many times that I would like
to have this body lie down, but as long
as the spirit and body hold together, my
tongue shall be swift against evil, the
Lord Almighty being my helper. Though
it may be in “Mormon” Elders, among
the people in or out of the Church,
if they come in my path, where I
can chastise them, the Lord Almighty
being my helper, my tongue shall be

swift against evil; and if evil come, let
it come. If for this my body shall fall,
let it fall; when they have destroyed the
body, then they have no more that they
can do; that is the end of their power, and
of the power of the devil on this earth;
but Jesus Christ has power to destroy
both soul and body in hell. I thank you
for your attention. May the Lord bless
you. Amen.

LIBERTY AND PERSECUTION—CONDUCT OF THE
U. S. GOVERNMENT, ETC.

AN ORATION BY HON. GEORGE A. SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY, JULY 24, 1852
Reported by G. D. Watt

My Friends—It is with a heart lifted up
in gratitude to Him who reigns above, for
the privilege of rising before you to express
my feelings, and of beholding so many
persons happily situated in the enjoyment
of civil and religious liberty, that I have the
privilege this day, in the company of the
thousands that surround me, of rejoicing
in the celebration of the 24th of July, it
being the first day for seventeen years since
the organization of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, that they could
lie down to rest in perfect peace—without
being disturbed by the cruel hand of per-
secution. Yes, my friends, after seventeen
years of cruel, bloody persecution, inflicted
in the most ruthless and savage manner
upon the people of the Church of Latter-
day Saints, they—a few pioneers, 143
in number, had at last the privilege, on
the 24th of July, 1847, of lying down in
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this secluded valley, in this desolate and
mountain country; of establishing institu-
tions that insure freedom to all, liberty to
every person—the liberty of conscience, as
well as every privilege which can be desired
by any citizens of this earth.

As I walked with the procession from
the habitation of the President to this
place, with heart and eyes filled with weep-
ing, I saw the beauty and the glory of the
liberty and the happiness that surrounded
us: my mind was caught back in an instant
to the days of bloody persecution. Joseph
was not there; Hyrum was not there;
David (Patten) was not there in the pro-
cession. Where are they? Sleeping in the
silent tomb. They were murdered, cru-
elly murdered, in violation of all law, and
every principle of justice; cruelly murdered
for their religion, and we survive their
ashes that are mingling with the dust,
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