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mystery we have to learn while in these
tabernacles of clay. It is more necessary
for the Elders to learn and practice upon
this lesson in the midst of the Saints at
headquarters than in the world; for their
facilities for learning are much greater,
and I will tell you wherein. Let a Bishop,
a High Priest, a President of any Stake or
Quorum, any who are Elders in Israel, or
any individual Saint from the first to the
last of them, fall into error, and it is at
once made manifest; he cannot pursue that
course any further, for he is where he can
learn his duties, and know how to walk
straight in the paths of righteousness. Here
is the place for you to teach great myster-
ies to your brethren, because /ere are those
who can correct you. This fault the Elders
of Israel do not fall into in this Tabernacle,
although they may in private houses and
neighborhoods. When a man is capable
of correcting you, and of giving you light,
and true doctrine, do not get up an alter-
cation, but submit to be taught like little
children, and strive with all your might to
understand. The privileges of those who
dwell here are greater than the privileges
of those who are abroad. When your du-
ties call you into foreign lands, and you
there exhaust your stock of knowledge and
wisdom, and you are not in possession of
the keys to obtain that instruction which
you desire, it is because you are far from
the right fountain—far from the body,
where all the members are in lively opera-
tion—where the eye can see, the ear hear,
the nose smell, and the mouth speak, and
so forth. When your face is turned from
the body, let mysteries alone, for this is the
only place for you to be corrected if wrong.
Preach the simple, unadorned truth; work
out your salvation with diligence, and do
that which will guarantee you a warranted
deed, an undeniable title to eternal lives.
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If you feel prayer in you, pray; and if you
feel the spirit of preaching in you, preach;
call in your brethren, and read the Bible, the
Book of Mormon, the Book of Covenants,
and the other revelations of God to them;
and talk over the things contained in those
books, and deal them out to your brethren
and neighbors; pray with them, and teach
them how to control themselves; and let
your teachings be sustained by your own
example. Teach your families how to con-
trol themselves; teach them good and whole-
some doctrine, and practice the same in
your own lives. This is the place for you to
become polished shafts in the quiver of the
Almighty. This will answer for one sermon.

I feel much inclined to talk to the
brethren: I have not had the privilege of
preaching much for some time, because of
the inconvenience of our former meeting
place. Now, as we have a good, convenient
place to meet in, and my health will serve
me, I expect to improve the time. I love
to preach at home with the Saints. I love
to meet with them, and look upon their
happy countenances, lit up with the joys of
eternity. In short, I love the society of all
good men, and to preach salvation to them.

You may consider what I shall now lay
before you a small matter; but I think it
of some importance. When the Elders of
Israel leave this place and go forth among
the wicked, it is not their privilege to min-
gle with them in any of their worldly ex-
ercises; for if they do, the devil will obtain
an advantage over them, and succeed in
drawing them away from the path of their
duty. For instance—suppose you and I,
with many more of the brethren, meet to-
gether in a convenient place in the Valley,
and dance to the sweet strains of the vio-
lin; we could do so with a perfect good
will; but if we should be called to England,

and there have an invitation to join
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