CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.

redeemed us in part, that is, merely from
some of the effects of the fall. But this is not
the case; every man and woman must see at
once that a redemption must include a com-
plete restoration of all privileges lost by the
fall.

Suppose, then, that the fall was of
such a nature as to dissolve the mar-
riage covenant, by death—which is not
necessary to admit, for the covenant was
sealed previous to the fall, and we have
no account that it was dissolved—but
suppose this was the case, would not
the redemption be equally as broad as
the fall, to restore the posterity of Adam
back to that which they lost? And if
Adam and Eve were married for all eter-
nity, the ceremony was an everlasting or-
dinance, that they twain should be one
flesh forever. If you and I should ever
be accounted worthy to be restored back
from our fallen and degraded condition
to the privileges enjoyed before the fall,
should we not have an everlasting mar-
riage seal, as it was with our first pro-
genitors? If we had no other reasons in
all the Bible, this would be sufficient to
settle the case at once in the mind of
every reflecting man and woman, that
inasmuch as the fall of man has taken
away any privileges in regard to the
union of male and female, these privi-
leges must be restored in the redemption
of man, or else it is not complete.

What is the object of this union? is
the next question. We are told the ob-
ject of it; it is clearly expressed; for, says
the Lord unto the male and female, I
command you to multiply and replen-
ish the earth. And, inasmuch as we
have proved that the marriage ordinance
was eternal in its nature, previous to the
fall, if we are restored back to what was
lost by the fall, we are restored for the
purpose of carrying out the command-
ment given before the fall, namely, to
multiply and replenish the earth. Does
it say, continue to multiply for a few
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years, and then the marriage contract
must cease, and there shall be no further
opportunity of carrying out this com-
mand, but it shall have an end? No,
there is nothing specified of this kind;
but the fall has brought in disunion
through death; it is not a part of the
original plan; consequently, when male
and female are restored from the fall,
by virtue of the everlasting and eternal
covenant of marriage, they will continue
to increase and multiply to all ages of
eternity, to raise up beings after their
own order, and in their own likeness and
image, germs of intelligence, that are
destined, in their times and seasons, to
become not only sons of God, but Gods
themselves.

This accounts for the many worlds
we heard Elder Grant speaking about
yesterday afternoon. The peopling of
worlds, or an endless increase, even of
one family, would require an endless in-
crease of worlds; and if one family were
to be united in the eternal covenant of
marriage, to fulfill that great command-
ment, to multiply his species, and propa-
gate them, and if there be no end to the
increase of his posterity, it would call for
an endless increase of new worlds. And if
one family calls for this, what would in-
numerable millions of families call for?
They would call for as many worlds as
have already been discovered by the tele-
scope; yea, the number must be multi-
plied to infinity in order that there may
be room for the inheritance of the sons
and daughters of the Gods.

Do you begin to understand how
these worlds get their inhabitants? Have
you learned that the sons and daugh-
ters of God before me this day, are His
offspring—made after His own image;
that they are to multiply their species
until they become innumerable?

Let us say a few words, before
we leave this part of the subject, on
the promises made to Abraham, Isaac,



