
will tell you the truth as you will find it in 
eternity. If your children do not receive im-
pressions of true piety, virtue, tenderness and 
every principle of the holy Gospel, you may 
be assured that their sins will not be required 
at the hands of the father, but of the mother. 
Lay it to heart, ye mothers, for it will un-
avoidably be so. The duty of the mother is 
to watch over her children, and give them 
their early education, for impressions re-
ceived in infancy are lasting. You know, 
yourselves, by experience, that the impres-
sions you have received in the dawn of your 
mortal existence, bear, to this day, with the 
greatest weight upon your mind. It is the ex-
perience of people generally, that what they 
imbibe from their mothers in infancy, is the 
most lasting upon the mind through life. 
This is natural, it is reasonable, it is right. 
I do not suppose you can find one person 
among five hundred, who does not think his 
mother to be the best woman that ever lived. 
This is right, it is planted in the human 
heart. The child reposes implicit confidence 
in the mother, you behold in him a natural 
attachment no matter what her appearance 
may be, that makes him think his mother 
is the best and handsomest mother in the 
world. I speak for myself. Children have all 
confidence in their mothers; and if mothers 
would take proper pains, they can instil into 
the hearts of their children what they please. 
You will, no doubt, recollect reading, in the 
Book of Mormon, of two thousand young 
men, who were brought up to believe that if 
they put their whole trust in God and served 
Him, no power would overcome them. You 
also recollect reading of them going out to 
fight, and so bold were they, and so mighty 
their faith, that it was impossible for their 
enemies to slay them. This power and faith 
they obtained through the teachings of their 
mothers.

The character of a person is formed

through life, to a greater or less degree, by 
the teachings of the mother. The traits of 
early impressions that she gives the child, 
will be characteristic points in his char-
acter through every avenue of his mortal 
existence.

This is the education I wish you to estab-
lish in this Church, that mothers may not 
suppose they are not required to watch over 
the early education and impressions of their 
children, but over their husbands to know 
where they are every moment of their lives, 
taking special care to order them thus and 
so, so as to keep them advised and prop-
erly instructed all the time, instead of doing 
that which they ought in their houses with 
their children. I am not quite so strenuous 
as some of the ancients were, who taught 
that if the women wanted to learn anything, 
to learn it at home from their husbands. I 
am willing they should come to the meet-
ings and learn, but some of the ancients 
proscribed them in this privilege, and would 
confine them at home to learn through their 
husbands. I am a little more liberal than they 
were, but this is not liberal enough for many 
of the women, they must also be watching 
their husbands, while at the same time their  
children are running abroad in the streets, 
naked and barefooted, cursing and swear-
ing. What time have I got to watch my chil-
dren today? Does not my duty demand my  
presence here? Where are my children? 
Some are here. Where are the rest of them? 
 Perhaps in the streets, with other children, 
playing, or doing that which is wrong, en-
tirely unnoticed by their mothers. This 
applies to the community. And then their 
mother will say—“Husband, our children 
will certainly be ruined.” Mothers, what do 
you want? Do you wish your husband to sit 
all the time in the parlor with you? Yes, and 
I should suppose, by the conduct of some,  
you want to be seated over the head of
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