
God Almighty, to rule over Him, and 
all His kingdoms. If I mention my own 
family, and use them as an example, I do it 
that other people cannot complain. Do you 
suppose that I cannot see faults in my own 
family, as well as in my neighbors? I am not 
so prejudiced in their favor, as not to dis-
cover faults in them, neither can I close my 
eyes upon the faults of my neighbors.

What faults do I discover in my neigh-
bors’ families? I can see their women 
go off visiting, riding on horseback, at-
tending parties, while their little ones are 
neglected, and left to run at large in the 
streets, exposed to the pernicious examples 
of vile company. Hear it again! The blood 
of these wicked children will be required 
at the hands of their mothers! Should your 
husbands be called out to fight the Indians, 
or go to the islands of the sea to gather the 
poor, it is none of your business, when it is 
their calling to be away from home.

I want education to commence here. I 
wish you strictly to follow out this prin-
ciple, and when children are old enough to 
labor in the field, then the father will take 
them in charge. If children are not taught 
by their mothers, in the days of their 
youth, to revere and follow the counsels of 
their fathers, it will be hard indeed for the 
father ever to control them. I know it is 
so, for it is too true. Mothers will let their 
children go to the Devil in their childhood 
and when they are old enough to come 
under the immediate guidance of their fa-
thers, to be sent out to preach the Gospel 
in the world, or to learn some kind of 
mechanism, they are as uncontrollable as 
the winds that now revel in the mountains.

It is not for the mother to rise up  
and encourage her children to fight 
against their father. You know my feel- 
ings on this point—they are pointed,  
r e so lu te ,  and  s t rong .  And  when

I undertake to conquer a child who wants 
to conquer me, it shall be death to him be-
fore I yield. I would rather see every child I 
have, go into the grave this day, than suffer 
them to rise up and have control over me.

Mothers, if you suffer your children 
to grow up wild, and uncorrected, when 
they come into the hands of their fathers, 
and will not follow their counsels, let 
them be disowned, and have no portion 
in the inheritance; let them be disfran-
chised, be banished from Israel, and not 
be numbered in the books of the offspring 
of Abraham. This shall be the fate of my 
disobedient children, if I have any; and if 
there are any of my children here today, let 
them hear it! For if they will not keep my 
commandments, they shall have no part or 
lot in the household of faith.

Let education commence at this point, 
you mothers! And then with brother 
Spencer and the Board of Regents. Let 
mothers commence to teach their children 
while in their laps, there do you learn them 
to love the Lord, and keep His command-
ments. Teach them to keep your command-
ments, and you will learn them to keep the 
commandments of your husbands. It is not 
the prerogative of a child to dictate to his 
mother, or his father; and it is not the pre-
rogative of the father to rise up and dictate 
to his God whom he serves. Is it right that 
my wife should dictate to me? It is just as 
reasonable, and as right, as it is for your chil-
dren to rise up and dictate to their mother. 
It is not their business to dictate to you, 
their duty is to obey, and not to dictate.

The Lecture which you have heard from 
Chancellor Spencer, is so far in advance of 
us, that it does not touch the case of this 
people, at present, with regard to educa-
tion, until they have learned the rudiments, 
that is, according to my view of the subject.

It is true the Lord has revealed
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