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though he spreads himself like the green

bay tree. Brother Spencer has given us a

display of the learning of the day, he has

erected a beautiful building, but where

is the foundation? In his discourse, he

referred to Joseph. Joseph built on the

sure foundation, and, when I build up

my superstructure, it shall be upon the

same foundation. Brother Spencer has

used language quite beyond your reach.

Well, I have the foundation, and he can

make the building. When he commences

the building, I have asked the Board of

Regents to cast out from their system of

education, the present orthography and

written form of our language, that when

my children are taught the graphic sign

for A, it may always represent that indi-

vidual sound only. But as it now is, the

child is perplexed that the sign A should

have one sound in mate, a second sound

in father, a third sound in fall, a fourth

sound inman, and a fifth sound inmany,

and, in other combinations, soundings

different from these, while, in others, A

is not sounded at all. I say, let it have

one sound all the time. And when P is in-

troduced into a word, let it not be silent

as in Phthisic, or sound like F in Physic,

and let two not be placed instead of one

in apple.

I ask, have the great and learned

men completed their education? No,

they are ever learning, and never able to

come to the knowledge of the truth. Let

the Board of Regents commence on the

proper foundation, that when we have

learned a great while, we may find to our

satisfaction, we have at last come to the

knowledge of the truth.

The English language, in its writ-

ten and printed form, is one of the

most prominent now in use for absur-

dity, yet as a vehicle in which to con-

vey our ideas verbally, it is one of the

best, for extent and variety it goes be-

fore, and far beyond, any other. Its va-

riety is what I dislike. The schools in the

Southern, New England, and Eastern

States, all teach the English language,

yet the same ideas are conveyed with en-

tirely different classes of words, by these

separate communities. If there were one

set of words to convey one set of ideas,

it would put an end to the ambiguity

which often mystifies the ideas given in

the languages now spoken. Then when

a great man delivered a learned lecture

upon any subject, we could understand

his words, for there would be only one

word with the same meaning, instead of

a multiplicity of words all meaning the

same thing, as is the case now. For in-

stance, there are men in this house so

technical in their feelings with regard to

their choice of words, that when their

ideas are formed, and they commence to

convey them, they will stop in the mid-

dle of a sentence, and introduce another

set of words to convey the same idea. If I

can speak so that you can get my mean-

ing, I care not so much what words I use

to convey that meaning.

I long for the time that a point of

the finger, or motion of the hand, will

express every idea without utterance.

When a man is full of the light of eter-

nity, then the eye is not the only medium

through which he sees, his ear is not the

only medium by which he hears, nor the

brain the only means by which he under-

stands. When the whole body is full of

the Holy Ghost, he can see behind him

with as much ease, without turning his

head, as he can see before him. If you

have not that experience, you ought to

have. It is not the optic nerve alone

that gives the knowledge of surround-

ing objects to the mind, but it is that

which God has placed in man—a sys-

tem of intelligence that attracts knowl-

edge, as light cleaves to light, intelli-

gence to intelligence, and truth to truth.

It is this which lays in man a proper

foundation for all education. I shall yet


