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through the United States, hundreds

and thousands in their poverty, who are

not able to gather with the Saints; I

ask, what would they witness if they

were here today? They would tell you;

and they would sound it so that all the

world might hear, if they could, that

Joseph Smith was a man called of God

to build up His kingdom in the last days,

preparatory to the coming of the Son of

Man.

There are many witnesses here, not

only witnesses of Joseph and his career,

but witnesses of the disaffected spirits

that have come into this Church, and

gone out again. Are there witnesses of

men trying to rise up and usurp Joseph's

place in his day? Yes, there are many

witnesses, that many men tried it. Are

there witnesses here, of the rise and fall

of men in this kingdom? Yes, plenty

of them. I have witnessed more than

has been pleasing to me. It delights me

to see men come into the Church, and

magnify the Holy Priesthood, but it is a

grievous matter to see men turn away

from the holy commandments delivered

unto them, gather to themselves false

spirits, follow after a phantom, and be

duped by the devil—be ensnared by the

power of the enemy, and give way to it

until they fall. It is a source of regret,

but we witness it, we could name many

of this class.

Let me ask this congregation, that

portion of it that was in Jackson County;

and again that portion that was in Kirt-

land in the days of Joseph, and in leav-

ing Kirtland; then those that were in

Caldwell and Davis counties, Missouri;

then ask these who were in Nauvoo in

his day, and after he was slain; these

portions of my congregation which I

have mentioned I will ask, what has

produced your persecutions and sorrow?

What has been the starting point of all

your afflictions? They began with apos-

tates in your midst; these disaffected

spirits caused others to come in, worse

than they, who would run out and bring

in all the devils they possibly could. That

has been the starting point and grand

cause of all our difficulties, every time

we were driven. Are there not witnesses

of this, here? Yes, a good portion of

this congregation are witnesses of these

things, although many of them never

saw Joseph, and were not personally ac-

quainted with him.

We have been persecuted—we have

built houses, made farms, cultivated the

land, broken up the wild prairie, and

made it like the Garden of Eden; we

have fenced, built, and gathered sub-

stance around us many times, and as

many times have been driven from our

possessions, until we came to this inher-

itance which we now enjoy in these val-

leys of the mountains.

Now think a moment, reflect, and ask

yourselves what do we see here? I am

coming nearer home, I am coming to this

place; what do we see here? Do we see

disaffected spirits here? We do. Do we

see apostates? We do. Do we see men

that are following after false and delu-

sive spirits? Yes. When a man comes

right out, as an independent devil, and

says, "Damn Mormonism, and all the

Mormons," and is off with himself, not

to Texas, but to California, (you know it

used to be to Texas), I say he is a gen-

tleman, by the side of a nasty sneak-

ing apostate who is opposed to nothing

but Christianity. I say to the former,

Go in peace, sir, go and prosper if you

can. But we have got a set of spirits

here worse than such a character. When

I went from meeting, last Sabbath, my

ears were saluted with an apostate cry-

ing in the streets here.

I want to know if any one of you

who has got the spirit of "Mormonism"

in you, the spirit that Joseph and

Hyrum had, or that we have here,

would say, Let us hear both sides of

the question, let us listen, and prove

all things? What do you want to


