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servant of God. Jesus said, "Consider

the lilies of the field," behold the splen-

did, yet simple beauty of their clothing;

even Solomon, the greatest, and wisest

of earthly kings, who swayed his scepter

so as to be admired and feared by all

nations—he, in all his glory could not

compare with one of these lilies, which

you can sever from its native stem, with

the least effort, admire for a moment,

and then toss it from you. All that is

considered valuable, precious, glorious,

or magnificent among men, cannot even

compare with that lily, which you tread
under your feet, for beauty and excellence.

The glory of man is fleeting as the

twilight, and like the "baseless fabric"

of a dream, it vanishes away. It is fitly

compared in the Scriptures to the flower

of the grass when it is cut down, which

withers and is gone forever, but when the

Almighty sheds forth His Spirit upon an

individual, or upon a people, the vision

of their mind is opened, so as to discern

between the things pertaining to this or-

ganization, and those pertaining to or-

ganizations which are brought forth in

other spheres, all things are made new

to them, for all things in the heavens

and on the earth are in the power of

the Almighty, and can only be revealed

unto mortals, in their proper light, by the

power of the Holy Ghost.

While brother Ames was relating his

experience previous to believing and em-

bracing the faith of the Gospel, and the

few words of conversation that passed

between him and brother George Cur-

tis, this question occurred to my mind—

"What causes men and women, whose

minds have been unaccustomed to re-

flect upon theological subjects, to speak

so intelligently as soon as the Spirit of

the Lord touches their understanding?"

The experience of most of the congrega-

tion can answer this question. You are

the oracle of the Spirit, the repository

of the intelligence that comes from ano-

ther state of existence invisible to the

natural eye; of the influence that pro-

duces an effect without revealing the

cause, and is therefore called a mira-

cle. You are already acquainted with my

views upon the doctrine of miracles. In

reality there can be no miracle, only to

the ignorant. There are spiritual agents,

invisible to the natural eye, not only in

us, but in the elements, in the heavens

above, and in the earth beneath, who are

continually producing effects, the cause

of which we cannot comprehend.

Does the experience of this people

teach them what that is, which causes

men and women to speak that which is

wrong? Many of them, but not all, under-

stand it tolerably well. Paul could not ex-

plain it though he was one of Gamaliel's

household servants, and probably swept

his house, or cleaned his sandals. How-

ever, he had an opportunity of learn-

ing much, but, with all his learning

and talent, he could not explain this

matter any better than his uneducated

brethren. When he would seek the Lord

with all his heart, he found something

in the way, which endeavored to over-

come him, and block up his path, when

he pursued the course of righteousness;

and the only way he could explain it was

by saying "when I would do good, evil is

present with me." This evil is with us,

it is that influence which tempts to sin,

and which has been permitted to come

into the world for the express purpose of

giving us an opportunity of proving our-

selves before God, before Jesus Christ

our elder brother, before the holy an-

gels, and before all good men, that we

are determined to overcome the evil, and

cleave to the good, for the Lord has given

us the ability to do so. Consequently,

when the evil is present with me, I have

a little fighting to do, I must turn and

combat it until it is eradicated from my

affections, as well as from my actions,


