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that I may have power to do all the good

I wish to perform. Every person is capa-

ble of this, all can bridle their tongues,

and cease from every evil act from this

time henceforth and forever, and do good

instead.

There is an old maxim, and in many

cases an excellent one, it is, "think twice

before you speak, and three times be-

fore you act." If we train ourselves to

think what we are about to do, before

we do it, and have understanding to

know, and power to perform the good,

we can thereby avoid the evil that is

present with us. When the enemy makes

war with me, I am thrown on the de-

fensive, and if I use my weapons skill-

fully, and with firmness of purpose, my

antagonist must yield to me the victory,

the Lord being my helper. The Scrip-

tures say—"Rebuke the devil, and he will

flee from you." This is the duty of ev-

ery Saint. When evil is present with

us, we must overcome it, or be overcome

by it. When the devil is in our hearts,

tempting us to do that which is wrong,

we must resist him or be led captive by

him. When brother Ames, without giv-

ing himself time to pause or think, said

to the person who presented the Gospel

to him—"I do not want to hear one word

about 'Mormonism,'" it was the evil in

him that caused him so to speak. Man

is endowedwith power and wisdom suffi-

cient, if he will exercise them, to hush to

silence his tongue, and cause his hands

to cease their operations. His feet may be

swift to shed blood, but he has power to

pause, and combat and conquer the en-

emy; for good is present with him also,

and he is influenced in a greater or less

degree, by the Spirit of the Lord. You

experience these two opposites of good

and evil in yourselves every day you live,

you are tried, tempted, and overtaken

in sin, by saying and doing that which

is wrong. Now from this time, hence-

forth, pause, and, whatever you do, let

it be done in a spirit of reflection, never

again act in haste, but let your action al-

ways be the result of mature consider-

ation. "Do not hurry me," is one of the

prominent characteristics of my history.

I frequently exhort the brethren not to be

in a hurry, for we shall not stop here, we

are only hunting for the grave, and there

is no fear but we shall find it.

We have embraced the Gospel, and

are professedly Latter-day Saints, but

evil will introduce itself in the midst of

my brethren, then I have frequently to

chastise them. There are two thousand

persons in this assembly, and if only half

a dozen of them have done wrong, I could

not chastise them without appearing to

chastise the whole congregation, which

in reality is not so. By chastising the

guilty, however, it is impossible to spot

the conscience of good men and women,

whose hearts are clean and pure as a

piece of white paper.

The Lord will help those who help

themselves to do right. Should the peo-

ple be determined from this time hence-

forth, never to do anything but good, and

should go forth to build up the King-

dom of God, doing everything in their

power to promote the cause of truth, and

never do another wrong, it would be but

a short time before this people would be

a holy people, sanctified unto the Lord.

We are already the best people on earth,

but we can still improve, we are made

for that purpose, our capacities are or-

ganized to expand until we can receive

into our comprehension celestial knowl-

edge and wisdom, and to continue worlds

without end.

There is another thought which

strikes my mind at this moment, upon

which it will perhaps be well enough

to throw out a few ideas. It has

been, and is now, believed by numer-

ous individuals, that the brute creation,

by increase in knowledge and wisdom,

change their physical or bodily organi-


