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zation, through numerous states of exis-

tence, so that the minutest insect, in the

lapse of time, can take to itself the hu-

man form, and vice versa. This is one

of the most inconsistent ideas that could

be possibly entertained in the mind of

man; it is called the transmigration of

souls. It is enough for me to know that

mankind are made to improve them-

selves. All creation, visible and invis-

ible, is the workmanship of our God,

the supreme Architect and Ruler of the

whole, who organized the world, and cre-

ated every living thing upon it, to act

in its sphere and order. To this end

has He ordained all things to increase

and multiply. The Lord God Almighty

has decreed this principle to be the great

governing law of existence, and for that

purpose are we formed. Furthermore,

if men can understand and receive it,

mankind are organized to receive intel-

ligence until they become perfect in the

sphere they are appointed to fill, which

is far ahead of us at present. When we

use the term perfection, it applies to man

in his present condition, as well as to

heavenly beings. We are now, or may be,

as perfect in our sphere as God and An-

gels are in theirs, but the greatest intel-

ligence in existence can continually as-

cend to greater heights of perfection.

We are created for the express pur-

pose of increase. There are none, cor-

rectly organized, but can increase from

birth to old age. What is there that is

not ordained after an eternal law of ex-

istence? It is the Deity within us that

causes increase. Does this idea startle

you? Are you ready to exclaim, "What!

the Supreme in us!" Yes. He is in every

person upon the face of the earth. The

elements that every individual is made

of and lives in, possess the Godhead.

This you cannot now understand, but

you will hereafter. The Deity within us is

the great principle that causes us to in-

crease, and to grow in grace and truth.

The operation once begun, strict obedi-

ence to the requirements of heaven is

necessary to obtain the end for which we

were created, therefore let us commence

to do the will of God in earnest from this

time henceforth. Let the child, when he

comes to understanding, and the father

communicates his will to him, say, "Fa-

ther, from this time, henceforth and for-

ever, I will do thy will." So it has been,

beginning with Father Adam, and so it

will continue to be the duty of his poster-

ity who will be sanctified, and enter into

the celestial kingdom. This will cause

every person to do unto others as they

would that others should do unto them,

and will make them as pure and holy in

their sphere as God is in His. Commence

with it, go through the veil into eternity

with it, and still continue, and the end

thereof no man on earth knoweth, nor

the angels in heaven.

Nothing short of the Holy Ghost will

do us any lasting good. I told you, in the

beginning of my remarks, the truth as it

is in heaven, and on earth; as it is with

angels, with Prophets, with all good peo-

ple, and with every sinner that dwells

upon the earth. There is not a man or

woman that loves the truth, who has

heard the report of the Book of Mormon,

but the Spirit of the Almighty has tes-

tified to him or her of its truth; neither

has any man heard the name of Joseph

Smith, but the Spirit has whispered to

him—"He is a true Prophet."

God has raised up a Prophet, brought

forth the Book of Mormon, influenced

the people to lay the foundation of

his kingdom, taking two of a nation,

and one of a family. When a per-

son is worked upon by the Spirit to

believe the truth of the Gospel, the

Devil tells him it is a falsehood. And

again, "the loss of my good name" ex-

ercises a powerful influence against a

person's embracing the truth, for if


