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United States do not apply to it at all;

and as men who look for justice, as in-

telligent lawyers, knowing what is right

and wrong, must know, that a verdict,

such as the defendant desires, will alone

bear justly on the case.

I feel very thankful to the honor-

able court, and to the jury, as also to

the spectators, for the audience given

me; and, as I said, in the commence-

ment, my health not being good, I

was unable to take hold of this business

so as to treat it in a manner to satisfy

myself, and do justice to the case of my

client; and I would say further, what I

have said has been in my own moun-

tain English; what the learned prosecu-

tor may be able to show I cannot tell;

enough has been said to show you that

this defendant has a right, upon just and

pure principles, to be acquitted.
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Gentlemen of the Jury—The grand

jury, called and sworn on behalf of the

United States, having presented an in-

dictment against Howard Egan, for the

murder of James Monroe—it becomes

our duty to proceed with the case, and

if he should be convicted or found guilty

of violating the laws of the United States

in this behalf, to pass sentence against

him. For the purpose of determining

the facts, you have been empanelled

and sworn to give a true verdict ac-

cording to the evidence which should be

given you in court. You will readily

see that your duty is important. It is

the right of the United States, the right

of the citizens of this territory, and the

right of the defendant, to insist that you

shall now discharge that duty without

fear, affection, or partiality. It is the

right of us all to insist that, when a

crime has been committed, the offender

shall be punished by due course of law,

but not otherwise. We have no right

to punish a person for a real or imag-

inary wrong, except with the author-

ity of law. The safety of ourselves in-

dividually, and of society, depends on

the correct and faithful administration

of good and wholesome laws. No one

ought to be punished unless he be guilty

of an act worthy of punishment, nor

even then, unless that act has been de-

clared to be penal by the law of the land,

and the punishment directed, nor until

he has had an opportunity of having a

fair and impartial trial, for, peradven-

ture, he may not be guilty as alleged

against him. If the law suffered a per-

son to be punished upon mere rumor, or

upon strong circumstance, accompanied

with the communication of our best—our


