
PRESIDENT B. YOUNG'S JOURNEY SOUTH, ETC. 103

You see by this law, the crime must be

committed within the places over which

the United States have the sole and ex-

clusive jurisdiction. You will look to

the evidence given you in court for the

facts of the case; if you find the crime,

if any has been committed, was com-

mitted within that extent of country be-

tween this and the Missouri River, over

which the United States have the sole

and exclusive jurisdiction, your verdict

must be guilty. If you do not find the

crime to have been committed there, but

in the Territory of Utah, the defendant,

for that reason, is entitled to a ver-

dict of, not guilty. If, in any of these

points, you entertain reasonable doubts,

you may give the defendant the benefit

of these doubts. Reasonable doubts are

not merely capricious doubts, but such

as reasonable men may honestly enter-

tain. We often have painful duties to dis-

charge, but ought not for this reason to

shrink from duty. It is better to bear

with many wrong acts, than for the ac-

complishment of a given object, to depart

from the great and well-approved princi-

ples on which mainly depend our lives,

liberty, and happiness. Gentlemen, the

case for the present, is committed to your

consideration.
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I take the liberty to occupy a short

time, this morning, in addressing my

brethren and sisters.

I do not profess to be extensively

versed in historical lore, still I expect to

be able to relate a small portion of my

own history to you this morning, refer-

ring especially to the latter part of my

life, say for three weeks past.

It is known by you all, that I started

from this place with the intention of

journeying south to the extent of our

southern settlements, but I have re-

turned short of performing that jour-

ney. I will state the reasons why,

that the minds of the people may be at

rest, and freed from anxiety.

We went to the city of Provo, in Utah

Valley; where I had some business to at-

tend to. We tarried there a short time be-

fore proceeding on our journey, the prin-

cipal items of which I wish to lay before

the brethren, in connection with some

circumstances that had transpired pre-

vious to our leaving this place. These cir-

cumstances combined together, caused

a suspicious feeling in my own heart.

I have endeavored all my life to follow

one portion of the instructions of the Sa-


