
vior to his disciples, that is, to “watch.” I 
am a very watchful man.

Previous to my starting from this 
city, there was an express sent from Iron 
county, that Indian Walker manifested 
hostile feelings; for it seems he had drawn 
out his men on a small portion of our 
brethren, and commanded them to return 
home, when they were in pursuit of sup-
posed thieves; these Indians would not suf-
fer them to proceed any further.

This circumstance, small as it might 
appear to some, caused suspicion in my 
mind that all was not right with the Indian 
chief, though I expected to visit him on 
my journey.

After tarrying at the city of Provo a day 
and a night, I was accosted in a very abrupt 
manner by a stranger, a person that I knew 
nothing of, and had never seen before. I 
have learned since that he is an American 
from the State of New York, and has been 
living in New Mexico some years. This 
person came to my carriage, while I was 
standing upon the steps of it, arranging 
my luggage, preparatory to proceeding 
onward, and said in a rough, authoritative 
tone, “Is Governor Young in this carriage?” 
“No, sir,” I said, “but he is on the steps of 
it. What is wanting?” I turned round to see 
who addressed me, and saw this stranger, 
dressed in buck-skin, pretty well smoked. 
He said, “I have a little privacy with you.” 
Stepping aside, far enough not to be heard 
by any other person, I said, “Say on, sir.” 
“But I want to see you in private,” he replied. 
I said, “I have no privacy with strangers; if 
you have any communication to make to 
me, you can do it by letter.” He walked, 
and left me. That was all that passed be-
tween us. As soon as he intimated that he 
wanted a private conference with me, I 
scanned the man, and saw that his pock-
ets were filled with deadly weapons, and

of  h i s  intent ions  I  had my own  
thoughts.

I went about my business, but in the 
meantime sent a man to reconnoitre him, 
to whom he made some haughty expres-
sion about Governor Young. Said he, 
“Governor Young need not feel so damned 
important, I associate with Governors 
when I am at home, and have money 
enough to buy Governor Young and all his 
wives.” He further said, “I have four hun-
dred Mexicans waiting my orders, and can 
have as many more if I wish, besides, the 
Indians here are all at my command.”

I soon learned to my satisfaction, that 
he had come into the Territory to buy 
Indian children, and sell them again for 
slaves. Therefore I issued the Proclamation 
which you have no doubt read in the pages 
of the News, gave orders to the Lieutenant 
General, and he has done what he has.

We proceeded on our journey, and 
found that this man had been trading with 
the Indians. He said, “He asked no odds 
of the authorities of this Territory, but cal-
culated to buy all the Indian children he 
could.” He was told it was against the law. 
He replied, “Catching is before hanging.”

When I arrived at San Pete, I learned 
that one hundred and fifty Yampa Utes on 
the west fork of the Sevier River, had come 
over to Walker’s camp. I did not believe 
that this Mexican trader had four hundred 
Mexicans lying on the head waters of the 
Sevier, for I did not think that men would 
patiently wait in the snow and frost for a 
man of his appearance. Instead of Mexicans, 
they turned out to be those Yampa Utes.

I sent out a reconnoitering party  
consisting of thirty men, to learn their  
intentions, if possible; also the where-
abouts of D. B. Huntington, who had 
gone previously, but I have not heard 
from them, nor him, since they left
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