
PRESIDENT B. YOUNG'S JOURNEY SOUTH, ETC. 105

us at Salt Creek, about a week ago last

Tuesday morning. Amasa Lyman and

Charles C. Rich proceeded on their jour-

ney, and omitted calling at San Pete. I

went to San Pete to learn the situation

and proceedings of the Indians. Ara-

peen, it appeared from some cause, had

been dissatisfied, and had left. Before

he left, he gave them to understand that

he desired peace, and wanted to live

in peace. However, I was prepared for

whites, reds, or blacks, by night and by

day, and always intend to be.

This is a short account of my journey.

I wished to lay it before you as it was, in

consequence of the different statements

which have been made, that vary con-

siderably from the truth, after passing

through a few hands. After relating the

simple facts as they existed, you may re-

gard them as you please; but when you

tell them over again to your neighbors,

tell them as they were, or not at all.

I have heard a great many differ-

ent stories since I came home, and find

the minds of the people very much ag-

itated about the probable result of the

hostilities of the Indians, and the pres-

ence of the Mexicans among them. I

will tell you the reason why I returned

home before accomplishing the remain-

der of my contemplated journey—it was

because I wished to return. You may

inquire why I wished to return. I will

tell you. I am a great coward myself,

I do not wish to rush into danger im-

prudently. If there should happen to be

any trouble with Indians, and I away

from this place, there would be more

trouble here than with me. Of this I

was fully aware, and it was proved to

my satisfaction when I returned home.

Imagined danger always produces the

most trouble. The Indians are very

much as they say the whites are, that is,

uncertain—not to be trusted. The whites

may be uncertain, but I know the Indians

are. I dislike to trust them far. I never

wish to be injured, nor have this people

injured by Indian depredations, commit-

ted upon them; and if the Saints will do

as they are told, they will never suffer

from that quarter in this Territory.

Take up the history of the first set-

tling of America, and you cannot read of

a colony ever being settled in the midst

of savages, without having trouble, and

suffering more from them than this peo-

ple have in Utah. What is the reason?

It is because those people did not know

how to take care of themselves. We

can scarcely read of one colony founded

among the aborigines in the first settling

of this country, wherein the tomahawk

of wild Indians did not drink the blood

of whole families. Here there have been

no such deeds committed; because when

we first entered Utah, we were prepared

to meet all the Indians in these moun-

tains, and kill every soul of them if we

had been obliged so to do. This prepara-

tion secured to us peace.

Every settlement that have been

made in these valleys of the mountains,

have received strict charges from me, to

build, in the first place, a Fort, and live

in it until they were sufficiently strong

to live in a town; to keep their guns and

ammunition well prepared for any emer-

gency; and never cease to keep up a night

watch, if any apprehensions of the Indi-

ans being hostile were entertained. We

have suffered nothing from them, com-

pared with what we have suffered from

white men who are disposed to steal; and

I would rather take my chance today for

good treatment among Indians, than I

would among white men of this charac-

ter.

I have no recollection of the In-

dians killing any of this community,

except one man, which happened

about three years ago this spring, who


