
106 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

had started for California, on foot and

alone, against counsel. The red skins

found him and slew him. I have never

heard of their even disturbing a fam-

ily; and I do not intend that they ever

shall, if watching, and praying, and be-

ing ready for them will prevent it.

I have always acknowledged myself

a coward, and hope I always may be,

to make me cautious enough to preserve

myself and my brethren from falling ig-

nobly by a band of Indians. I am satisfied

that the men who follow Walker, who is

the king of the Indians in these moun-

tains, do it out of fear, and not because

they have real regard for their leader. If

he becomes hostile, and wishes to com-

mit depredations upon the persons or

property of this people, he shall be wiped

out of existence, and every man that will

follow him. This is my calculation, and I

wish you to be ready for it.

Yesterday morning, we received a

communication from father Morley, in

which we were informed that Walker

and Arapeen came down to pay him a

visit. The morning that we left San

Pete, we sent back by the hands of

Arapeen's two messengers, some little

presents in the shape of shirts and to-

bacco. Walker said to Father Morley,

"Tell brother Brigham, we have smoked

the tobacco he sent us in the pipe of

peace; I want to be at peace, and be a

brother to him." That is all right. But

it is truly characteristic of the cunning

Indian, when he finds he cannot get ad-

vantage over his enemy, to curl down at

once, and say "I love you." It is enough

for me to know that Walker dare not at-

tempt to hurt any of our settlements. I

care not whether they love me or not.

I am resolved, however, not to trust his

love any more than I would a stranger's.

I do not repose confidence in persons,

only as they prove themselves confi-

dential; and I shall live a long while be-

fore I can believe that an Indian is my

friend, when it would be to his advantage

to be my enemy.

I wish now to put you in mind of

a few things. Do you pray for Israel?

You will no doubt answer in the affir-

mative. These Indians are the seed of

Israel, through the loins of Joseph who

was sold into Egypt; they are the chil-

dren of Abraham, and belong to the cho-

sen seed; were it not so, you would

never have seen them with dark, red

skins. This is in consequence of the curse

that has been placed upon them, which

never would have come upon them in the

world, had their fathers not violated the

order of God, which was formerly among

them; for in proportion to the light they

sinned against, so were they reduced by

the curse of God, which has been vis-

ited upon their children for many gen-

erations. They are of the House of Is-

rael, and the time has come for the Lord

to favor Zion, and redeem Israel. We

are here in the mountains, with these

Lamanites for our neighbors, and I hes-

itate not to say, if this people possessed

the faith they ought to have, the Lord

Almighty would never suffer any of the

sons of Jacob to injure them in the least;

no never.

But I am suspicious that this peo-

ple do not possess the faith they should

have, therefore I calculate to carry with

me proper weapons of defense, that if a

man should aim a blow at my person to

take away my life, before he is aware,

he himself is numbered with the dead.

I have always been thus prepared for

years. It is a matter of serious doubt

in my mind, whether this people have

faith enough to control the Indians in

these mountains, by that alone, with-

out works. Again, you may pray as fer-

vently for them as for yourselves, which

I have always done; it is my business

to pray for them, and seek the redemp-


