
tion of Israel, but something more is 
wanted to hold them at bay.

Who are Israel? They are those who are 
of the seed of Abraham, that have received 
the promise through their forefathers; and 
all the rest of the children of men, who 
receive the truth, are also Israel. My heart 
is always drawn out for them, whenever I 
go to the throne of grace. I love Israel, I 
long for their salvation, and look forward 
with a desire full of hope and peace to 
the day when they will be gathered and 
saved; when their forefathers who enjoyed 
the Gospel, and through their faithful-
ness received great promises and blessings 
for their posterity, shall see them fulfilled 
upon their heads.

I wish you to have faith to lay hold on 
the promises, and claim them as your own. 
If you had faith like the ancients, you might 
escape the edge of the sword, stop the 
mouths of the lions, quench the violence 
of fire, open the prison doors, and burst 
asunder iron fetters—all this could be ac-
complished by faith. But, lest you should 
not have faith, we have caused to be done 
that which has been done, in having this 
people prepared for any emergency that 
should arise. My advice is be on the watch all 
the time. Do not lie down, and go to sleep, 
and say all is well, lest, in an hour when you 
think not, sudden destruction overtake you.

We will carry this out a little further. 
Never permit yourself to sleep in your 
houses until your doors are made perfectly 
secure, that the Indians cannot come in 
and kill you in your sleep. In this respect 
the people generally are careless, and per-
fectly unconcerned. Some want to be sepa-
rated far from their neighbors, and own all 
the land around them saying, “all is right, 
all is peace, and the Indians are perfectly 
good natured, and wish us no harm;” 
wrapping themselves up in the mantle of

security, with a few shattered boards 
roughly put together for a door to their 
houses, and that without any fastening. 
Were it not that the people of this city 
are kept stirred up continually, and teased 
from time to time by some person on 
this matter, it would not be one year be-
fore fifty men could conquer and slay the 
whole of the inhabitants.

Are you sure you have faith enough to 
bind Satan so that he can have no influence 
in this city? If you are not, you had bet-
ter watch as well as pray. Are you sure you 
have faith enough to control the ungovern-
able nature of the Lamanites, or subdue a 
Gentile mob? If you have, I am glad of it, 
it is the first time this people ever enjoyed 
it. Even suppose you have faith to accom-
plish all this, will you add no works to your 
faith? And if you have the spirit of prayer 
to an almost unlimited degree, will you 
cease to watch? I have prayed many times, 
and had a man at the door to watch for the 
murderer who thirsted for my blood. Then 
he would pray, and I would watch. What 
for? To kill the bloodthirsty villain. I would 
not go and seek for him, but when he came 
to kill me in my own house, I wished to 
be prepared to disembody his spirit, to save 
my own tabernacle, and send his down to 
the dust, and let him go to the place pre-
pared for murderers, even to hell.

Suppose we had faith enough to accom-
plish all we have been speaking of, which 
would be the most proper, to use prayer 
alone without watching, and have faith 
alone without works, or watch and add 
works to faith? I will mix works with my 
faith, and watching with my prayer, and 
reap the benefits of their united operation.

A few words more concerning Walker the 
Indian. He sent word to us that he was com-
ing down to this city to trade. That is all right, 
it is very good. I expect he will be peaceable,
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