
and that is what I wish every man to do, to 
put a stop to that abominable practice in 
the midst of this people.

I know this appears hard, and throws 
a cold chill over our revered traditions 
received by early education. I had a great 
many such feelings to contend with my-
self, and was as much of a sectarian in my 
notions as any other man, and as mild, 
perhaps, in my natural disposition, but I 
have trained myself to measure things by 
the line of justice, to estimate them by the 
rule of equity and truth, and not by the 
false tradition of the fathers, or the sympa-
thies of the natural mind. If you will cause 
all those whom you know to be thieves, 
to be placed in a line before the mouth 
of one of our largest cannon, well loaded 
with chain shot, I will prove by my works 
whether I can mete out justice to such 
persons, or not. I would consider it just as 
much my duty to do that, as to baptize a 
man for the remission of his sins. That is a 
short discourse on thieves, I acknowledge, 
but I tell you the truth as it is in my heart.

As you have heard the history of our 
journey south, I will now give you a little 
of what is going on in the world beneath 
us, gleaned from the eastern mail which 
came in last evening. I know there is a 
great anxiety in the minds of the people to 
learn the news, as it is now seven months 
since we had anything from that quarter.

I understand that New York is yet 
standing in the same place, also the cit-
ies of Philadelphia and Washington still 
flourish, also the old Bay States, with the 
Northern, Southern, and Western States, 
are all there yet, and Franklin Pierce is 
President of them. That we guessed would 
be the case, last year. But if the Whigs 
had had half the cunning that men have 
here, they would have beaten that party,  
and Franklin Pierce would not have

been President; but they do not knew 
enough.

Brother Orson Pratt was in Washington, 
when he wrote last March; he is probably 
now in England. He has published a paper 
called The Seer, seven Numbers of which 
have appeared before the public. He also 
hired a Hall in that city, when he first ar-
rived there in December last. Many came 
to hear him at first, but they kept dropping 
off, until there were so few that he gave it 
up, but he continues publishing.

There is influence enough there, among 
the priests, and the members of Congress, 
to keep the people away from hearing 
Orson Pratt. They are all well persuaded 
that if they contend with him, he will break 
up their churches. Ignorant as they are in 
other matters, they know enough to guard 
against that. The paper has a good effect. 
He says, “A great many who have aposta-
tized, say, had they seen the Revelation on 
Celestial Marriage, years ago, they would 
never have left the Church. They believed 
‘Mormonism;’ but supposed there was no 
such Revelation in existence.”

He says that hundreds of families from 
whom the light of truth had well nigh de-
parted, are again reviving, and inquiring how 
they may get to the Valley. There is no op-
position compared with what has been. The 
public prints burlesque the doctrine published 
in The Seer, which is about all the opposition 
there is. And what can they say? Nothing 
more than what they always have said. I 
can sum up all the arguments used against 
Joseph Smith and ‘Mormonism’ in a very few 
words, the merits of which will be found in  
“Old Joe Smith. Impostor, Money  
Digger. Old Joe Smith. Spiritual Wife  
Doctrine. Imposture. The Doctrine is  
False. Money Digger. False Prophet.  
Delusion. Spiritual Wife Doctrine.  
Oh, my dear brethren and sisters, keep
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