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expect that the blessing of eternal lives

will be conferred upon you. It can be

obtained upon no other principle. Do

you understand that you will cease to be,

that you come to a full end, by pursuing

the opposite course?

The privileges and blessings of the

Saints of the Most High God are many.

Yes! All there is in heaven, and on

the earth—kingdoms, thrones, principal-

ities, powers, heights, depths, things

present, and things to come; with all you

can see, hear, or think of, realize or con-

template; everything in heaven; earth,

or hell, is for your glory, exaltation, and

excellence, if by your lives you honor

the Priesthood which has been conferred

upon you; and, in the proper time, all

will become subservient unto you, but

not until then. But if you submit to

serve your own feelings, and if you desire

not to build up the kingdom of God, and

sanctify your hearts, they will lead you

down to be eternally subject thereunto—

subject to the power that will afflict and

torment you, and eventually bring you

to destruction; whereas, if you pursue

the opposite course, those feelings and

passions will become subject unto you;

you will be enabled to govern and control

them, and cause them to serve you, and

subserve the object and design for which

they were planted in your bosoms.

Often have I looked at individuals

passing to and fro through our Territory,

and heard them say, "These are the jolly

Mormons; these are the merry Mormons,

I never saw such a society!" Why is this?

Simply because they enjoy themselves,

because they take so much comfort.

Is a man a Saint, who comes into

the Church of God under such influ-

ences, merely because the Saints ap-

pear to be happy? No, he is not.

No person can be a Saint, unless he

receives the Holy Gospel, for the pu-

rity, justice, holiness, and eternal du-

ration of it. Everything else tends

to decay, separation, annihilation; no,

not annihilation, as we use the English

term, there is no such principle as this,

but dissolution or decomposition.

Now, you Elders who understand the

principles of the kingdom of God, what

would you not give, do, or sacrifice, to as-

sist in building up His kingdom upon the

earth? Says one, "I would do anything in

my power, anything that the Lord would

help me to do, to build up His kingdom."

Says another, "I would sacrifice all my

property." Wonderful indeed! Do you not

know that the possession of your prop-

erty is like a shadow, or the dew of the

morning before the noonday sun, that

you cannot have any assurance of its con-

trol for a single moment! It is the unseen

hand of Providence that controls it. In

short, what would you not sacrifice? The

Saints sacrifice everything; but, strictly

speaking, there is no sacrifice about it. If

you give a penny for a million of gold! A

handful of earth for a planet! A tempo-

rary worn out tenement for one glorified,

that will exist, abide, and continue to in-

crease throughout a never ending eter-

nity, what a sacrifice to be sure!

Many, no doubt, would consider it a

great sacrifice to be called to go on a mis-

sion a few years; to leave wife, children,

friends, comfortable homes, travel per-

haps on foot, encounter storms on the

sea, be in perils on land among mobs,

and be hated of all men. It is true

we might consider this a great sacrifice,

and yet men do all this, and more—

they risk their own lives upon their

venture to get gold, to follow the al-

lurements of pleasure. And should not

the Saints of the Most High God be more

willing, more anxious to promote the cause

of their holy religion, devoting themselves,

their influence, property, and, if necessary,

their existence, than the votaries of fash-

ion, the devotees of wealth and pleasure,


