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tain to salvation—the principles which I

have been trying to lay before you; the

acts of men, and how they should be or-

dered before their God. I would simply

say, we must attend to the duties which

are laid upon us, before we enjoy our

privileges.

What principle does this convey to

your minds? None, unless your minds

are open, and enlightened by the visions

of the Holy Spirit. The principles of truth

are eternal. The mind would ask at once,

what is truth? It is any thing, principle,

or fact that actually has an existence. If

a falsehood, yet it is true that falsehood

exists. It is as true that devils exist, as

that Gods exist.

Jesus says, "I am the way, the truth,

and the life." The devil also says, "I am,

I exist;" and consequently, by the same

rule, "I am Truth." How far short is this

of what the Lord reveals by His Holy

Spirit! Jesus Christ, his Father before

him, all the faithful, the Gods of eter-

nity, and all organized elements, have

been organized for the express purpose

of being exalted to an eternal increase;

or suppose I say to eternal truth. Would

this convey to your minds that the devil,

because it is a truth that he exists, could

attain to the same power and exaltation?

Suppose that we admit the idea that we

shall see the time when we can combine

and organize elements, bring worlds into

existence, redeem, and bring them up to

eternal glory, by merely saying—"I am

Truth." As before quoted, "Jesus is the

way, the truth, and the life." We can turn

round and say—Satan is the way, the

truth, and the death; or the way, and the

falsehood. Can you perceive the differ-

ence? But to say that Jesus Christ is the

way, the truth, and the life, is equivalent

to saying that he is the only continued or

eternal existence. The Lord Jesus Christ

works upon a plan of eternal increase

of wisdom, intelligence, honor, excel-

lence, power, glory, might, and domin-

ion, and the attributes that fill eter-

nity. What principle does the devil work

upon? It is to destroy, dissolve, decom-

pose, and tear in pieces. The princi-

ple of separation, or disorganization, is

as much an eternal principle, as much

a truth, as that of organization. Both

always did and will exist. Can I point

out to you the difference in these prin-

ciples, and show clearly and satisfacto-

rily the benefit, the propriety, and neces-

sity of acting upon one, anymore than

the other? I will try in my own way, as

briefly as I can. It is plain to me, but can

you understand it?

In the first place, matter is eternal.

The principle of annihilation, of strik-

ing out of existence anything that has

existed, or had a being, so as to leave

an empty space which that thing occu-

pied, is false, there is no such princi-

ple in all the eternities. What does ex-

ist? Matter is eternal. We grow our

wheat, our fruit, and our animals. There

they are organized, they increase and

grow; but, after awhile, they decay, dis-

solve, become disorganized, and return

to their mother earth. No matter by

what process, these are the revolutions

which they undergo; but the elements

of the particles of which they were com-

posed, still do, always have, and always

will exist, and through this principle of

change, we have an eternal increase.

But Satan works upon the opposite

principle; he seeks to destroy, would an-

nihilate if he could, but only decomposes,

disorganizes. Permit me to inquire what

was his curse? It was, that he should not

increase anymore, but come to an end.

When I came to the door of the taber-

nacle, this morning, I heard brother

Rich telling about one-third part of

the heavenly host revolting from the

government of Jehovah. This was

their curse—to never have taberna-

cles to dwell in. They now exist


