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justice, mercy, love, and truth, never can

be moved; they are attributes that cor-

respond, and are congenial with each

other; they promote each other, fortify

the heavens, the Gods, and that which

the Gods possess.

Now look upon the opposite side of

these principles. Suppose you say, "We

will give up the pursuits of our holy re-

ligion. We are not Latter-day Saints.

Let us go and seek after the things of

the world, speculate, get unto ourselves

riches, turn away from our duties, ne-

glect the things pertaining to our sal-

vation, go with the giddy, the frivolous,

the seeker after gold, to California, Aus-

tralia, or elsewhere, for the purpose of

acquiring wealth." I tell you the result

of that course. You would cease to in-

crease in all the attributes of excellence,

glory, and eternal duration, from that

very moment. So soon as you conceive

such ideas, they find a soil within you

prepared to nurture them, and it brings

forth their direful effects; from that very

moment you cease to increase. The op-

posite principle seizes you, fastens itself

upon you, and you decrease, lessen, di-

minish, decay, and waste away in quality,

excellence, and strength, until your or-

ganization becomes extinct, oblivion cov-

ers you, your name is blotted out from

the Book of Life, from the heavens, from

the earth, and from under the earth, and

you will return, and sink into your natu-

ral element, which cannot be destroyed,

though many read the Bible as convey-

ing such an idea, but it does not.

The principle opposite to that of

eternal increase from the beginning,

leads down to hell; the person de-

creases, loses his knowledge, tact, tal-

ent, and ultimately, in a short period of

time, is lost; he returns to his mother

earth, his name is forgotten. But

where, Oh! Where is his spirit? I

will not now take the time to follow

his destiny; but here, strong language

could be used, for when the Lord Jesus

Christ shall be revealed, after the ter-

mination of the thousand years' rest, he

will summon the armies of heaven for

the conflict, he will come forth in flam-

ing fire, he will descend to execute the

mandates of an incensed God, and, amid

the thunderings of the wrath of Omnipo-

tence, roll up the heavens as a scroll,

and destroy death, and him that has

the power of it. The rebellious will be

thrown back into their native element,

there to remain myriads of years before

their dust will again be revived, before

they will be reorganized. Some might ar-

gue that this principle would lead to the

reorganization of Satan, and all the dev-

ils. I say nothing about this, only what

the Lord says—that when he comes, "he

will destroy death, and him that has the

power of it." It cannot be annihilated;

you cannot annihilate matter. If you

could, it would prove there was empty

space. If philosophers could annihilate

the least conceivable amount of matter,

they could then prove there was the min-

utest vacuum, or empty space; but there

is not even that much, and it is beyond

the power of man to prove that there is

any.

Brethren, what is it that you love

the truth for? Is it because it gives you

the power, the authority of the Priest-

hood? Is it because it makes you rulers,

kings, and priests unto our God, and

gives you great power? There are men

professing to be Saints, even in this

congregation, within the sound of my

voice, who feel how almighty they have

become. They will curse you, if you

do not see proper to comply with their

wishes. Many men have feelings in

their hearts towards their wives, that if

they will not do precisely as they wish

to perform this or that, they will curse

them. What wonderful things they are

going to do! "If you do not obey my

voice,my counsel, I will send you to hell,


