
120 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

cause there is no error therein, and virtue

because it is a principle that dwells in

the bosom of Him who sits enthroned in

the highest heavens; for it is a principle

which existed with God in all eternities,

and is a cooperator, a coworker betwixt

man and his Maker, to exalt man, and

bring him into His presence, and make

him like unto Himself! It is such a man's

privilege to have wives and children, and

neighbors, and friends, who wish to be

sealed to him. Who else? No one. I tell

you nobody else. DO YOU HEAR IT?

Many applications will unquestion-

ably be made to me for wives, and, per-

haps, by men too who will steal, or

trespass upon me, their neighbors, kill

their stock, do wickedly in various ways.

Nothing would damn such men sooner

than to give them this privilege. I an-

swer the brethren, they have to go upon

their own responsibility. I tell you the

truth. If you are a first-rate good man,

and honor your Priesthood, it is your

privilege. The man who has proved

himself before God, has been faithful,

has gone through and performed every-

thing the Lord has laid upon him to do,

for the purpose of building up and sus-

taining His kingdom, has proved him-

self before men, angels, and his Fa-

ther in heaven, he is the only charac-

ter that will increase, and obtain a celes-

tial glory. Others may seem to prosper,

to increase for a season, but by and by

they are left in the shade, their glory is

clipped, and their house is left unto them

desolate.

Pray the Lord to inspire your hearts.

Ask for wisdom and knowledge. It is our

duty to seek after it. Let us seek, and we

shall find; knock, and it will be opened

unto us. But as for His coming down here

to pour His Spirit upon you, while you

are aiming after the vain and frivolous

things of the world; indulging in all the

vanity, nonsense, and foolery which sur-

rounds you; drinking in all the filthy

abomination which should be spurned

from every community on the earth—so

long as you continue this course, rest as-

sured He will not come near you.

I will not enter into particulars. You

already know enough about them. I ask

that you would leave it off; refrain, pu-

rify, and sanctify yourselves before your

God, and get so much of the spirit of

truth that you may become filled with it,

so that you can shout aloud with all your

might to the praise of God, and feel your

hearts clear as the noonday sun. Then

you can dance, and glorify God; and as

you shall abide in the truth, God will

raise you up, and add to your numbers,

so that your train will fill the Holy Tem-

ple, as it was said of the Lord by one of

old. May the Lord bless you. Amen.


