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reason why we do not see Him—He is too
pure a being to show himself to the eyes
of mortals; He has overcome, and goes
no more out, but He is the temple of my
God, and is a pillar there.

What is a pillar? It is that power which
supports the superstructure which bears
up the edifice; and if that should be re-
moved from its place, the edifice is in dan-
ger of falling. Hence, our heavenly Father
ascended to a throne of power; He has
passed through scenes of tribulation, as the
Saints in all ages have, and are still pass-
ing through; and having overcome, and
ascended His throne, He can look down
upon those who are following in the same
track, and can realize the nature of their
infirmities, troubles, and difficulties, like
the aged father who looks upon his race,
upon the smallest child; and when he
sees them grappling with difficulties, his
heart is touched with compassion. Why?
Because he has felt the same, been in the
same situation, and he knows how to ad-
minister just chastisement, mingled with
the kindest feelings of a father’s heart. So
with our heavenly Father; when He sees
we are going astray, He stretches forth His
chastening hand, at the same time He real-
izes the difficulties with which we have to
contend, because he has felt the same; but
having overcome, He goes no more out.

When the world was lost in wretched-
ness and woe, what did He do? Did He
come here Himself? No. But, says he, I will
send my son to be my agent, the one who
is the nearest to my person, that is bone of
my bone, and flesh of my flesh; I will send
my son, and I will say, he that heareth him,
heareth me. Go then, my son. He came,
and how did he look? He looked just like
his Father, and just as they treated him
they treated his Father in heaven. For
inasmuch as they did it unto him,
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they did it unto his Father. He was the
agent, the representative, chosen and sent
of God for the purpose. When it was
necessary that the Savior of the world
should have help and strength, should be
sustained in the darkest hour, did God
Himself in person come to his aid? No,
but He sent His angel to succor him.
When the Savior was born, the spirits
around the throne of God were ready to
fly to his protection, when the kings and
rulers of this lower world sought his de-
struction. What did they say to the wise
men of Israel on that eventful occasion?
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”

When he fasted forty days and forty
nights, the angels appeared and strength-
ened him. His heavenly Father did not
come Himself, but, says the Savior, he that
hath seen me hath seen the Father also;
I am just like him, the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person.
The same spirit that is in the bosom of the
Father is in me. I came not to do my own
will, but the will of Him that sent me.
Then the character that looked upon the
Savior, looked upon the Father, for he was
a facsimile of Him; and if they would not
believe the Son, they would not believe the
Father.

The Savior, in the performance of his
mission, laid down his life for the world, rose
from the dead, and ascended up on high.
And few and blessed are the eyes that have
seen him since! It is sometimes the case that
the veil of mortality has been rent, and the
eye of the spirit has gazed upon the Savior,
like as did Stephen of old, when he was
stoned to death. In his expiring moments, in
the agonies of death, what did he say? He
said, “I see the heavens opened, and the Son
of man standing on the right hand of God.”
Stephen saw him in that #rying hour.
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