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We have assembled together this af-

ternoon to continue the business of the

Conference, a portion of which I feel

should be devoted to instruction, teach-

ings, traversing the experience of the

Church, or in any way the Spirit of the

Lord shall manifest.

The special business that has to be

transacted in a Conference like this, can

be done very quickly—perhaps we might

do all that is necessary in half a day, or

in a day at the furthest.

We came together for the purpose

of worshipping the Lord, and many

have come from a distance, who wished

to come up here and join with their

brethren in contemplating the work of

the last days, and in speaking to each

other comforting words, for it is a very

agreeable exercise, on occasions like this,

as well as in other meetings, to rehearse

over to each other the scenes of life,

the feelings of the heart, the tragedies

that have passed among us, the difficul-

ties we have surmounted, and the days,

months, and years we have been brought

through.

I will say, for one, so far as it concerns

my own feelings, my brethren are at lib-

erty to talk about that that is in their

hearts. This is my privilege, and I wish

it to be understood that it is the privi-

lege of those who shall address this Con-

ference. If they want to preach us a dis-

course on doctrine—on the gathering of

Israel, for instance, they are at liberty so

to do. If anyone wishes to preach the first

principles of the Gospel—repentance

and baptism, with the gifts, he is at lib-

erty.

Were it not that our bodies have to

be fed and clothed, I would propose that

we tarry here a few months, to give all

a chance to speak, to exhort, to pray, to

prophesy, to sing, to speak in tongues, or

to do whatsoever the Spirit should mani-

fest unto them. But our work is a work of

the present. The salvation we are seek-

ing is for the present, and, sought cor-

rectly, it can be obtained, and be contin-

ually enjoyed. If it continues today, it is

upon the same principle that it will con-

tinue tomorrow, the next day, the next

week, or the next year, and, we might

say, the next eternity.

If we are saved, we are happy, we are

filled with light, glory, intelligence, and

we pursue a course to enjoy the bless-

ings that the Lord has in store for us. If

we continue to pursue that course, it pro-

duces just the thing we want, that is, to

be saved at this present moment. And

this will lay the foundation to be saved

forever and forever, which will amount

to an eternal salvation.

Brethren, we have accomplished the

design of our hearts, that we listed to

accomplish. And really, this thought

inadvertently rushes upon my mind—

Wherein have we not accomplished all

we have listed to do? Not only

in excavating the earth, and laying

down the Cornerstones in the cen-

ter of the main body of the build-

ing we shall rear for the Temple, but


