
THE TEMPLE CORNER STONES, ETC. 133

ing. When I want any of that done I

call on brother Heber—he is my Prophet,

he loves to prophesy, and I love to hear

him. I scarcely ever say much about rev-

elations, or visions, but suffice it to say,

five years ago last July I was here, and

saw in the Spirit the Temple not ten feet

from where we have laid the Chief Cor-

nerstone. I have not inquired what kind

of a Temple we should build. Why? Be-

cause it was represented before me. I

have never looked upon that ground, but

the vision of it was there. I see it as

plainly as if it was in reality before me.

Wait until it is done. I will say, however,

that it will have six towers, to begin with,

instead of one. Now do not any of you

apostatize because it will have six tow-

ers, and Joseph only built one. It is eas-

ier for us to build sixteen, than it was

for him to build one. The time will come

when there will be one in the center of

Temples we shall build, and, on the top,

groves and fish ponds. But we shall not

see them here, at present.

The First Presidency proceeded to the

southeast corner, to lay the first stone,

though it is customary to commence at

the northeast corner—that is the begin-

ning point most generally, I believe, in

the world. At this side of the equator

we commence at the southeast corner.

We sometimes look for light, you know,

brethren. You old men that have been

through the mill pretty well, have been

inquiring after light—which way do you

go? You will tell me you go to the east

for light? So we commence by laying the

stone on the south-east corner, because

there is the most light.

Just as quick as the minutes of this

day's proceedings are out, there will

be Elders, High Priests, and Seventies,

inquiring whether the same order has

been carried out today, as was observed

in laying the Cornerstones of the other

Temples. I want to give you a lit-

tle history of it, that you may know.

When the cornerstones were laid in

Kirtland, they had to pick up boys of fif-

teen and sixteen years of age, and or-

dain them Elders, to get officers enough

to lay the Cornerstones. The Quorum

of the Twelve, and the High Council,

and many other authorities that now ex-

ist, were not then in existence. Joseph

presided over the Church, by the voice of

the Church.

Perhaps it may make some of you

stumble, were I to ask you a question—

Does a man's being a Prophet in this

Church prove that he shall be the Pres-

ident of it? I answer, no! A man may

be a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, and

it may have nothing to do with his be-

ing the President of the Church. Suf-

fice it to say, that Joseph was the Presi-

dent of the Church, as long as he lived:

the people chose to have it so. He al-

ways filled that responsible station, by

the voice of the people. Can you find any

revelation appointing him the President

of the Church? The keys of the Priest-

hood were committed to Joseph, to build

up the Kingdom of God on the earth, and

were not to be taken from him in time

or in eternity; but when he was called to

preside over the Church, it was by the

voice of the people; though he held the

keys of the Priesthood, independent of

their voice.

I want the Elders of Israel to reflect

upon this subject. I would be glad to

teach you something, that you may not

get into such snarls as heretofore. You

make me think of a child that is trying

to make rope of a parcel of old thrums,

until he gets the whole into snarls. It is

so with the Elders of Israel as touching

their ideas of the Priesthood.

Now hear me, and I will try to talk

so that you can understand. I will

presume to go a little further than I

did, with regard to the President of the

Church, and say to this people, a man

might have visions, the angels of God

might administer to him, he might have


