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revelations, and see as many visions as

you could count; he might have the heav-

ens opened to him, and see the finger of

the Lord, and all this would not make

him the President of the Church, or an

Elder, a High Priest, an Apostle; nei-

ther would it prove that he was even

a Saint: something else is wanted to

prove it. Why I mention this, is be-

cause of the frailty, weakness, and short-

sightedness of the people. If a man

should come and tell you he had had a

vision, and could appear to substantiate

his testimony that he had had the heav-

ens opened to him, you would be ready

to bow down and worship him; and he

might be, at the same time, perfectly cal-

culated to destroy the people—one of the

biggest devils on earth. He would appear

to be one of the finest of men, to be hon-

est and unassuming, and come with all

the grace and generalship of the devil,

which is so well calculated to deceive the

people. Admit this to be the case.

If you ask me what will prove a man

or woman to be a Saint, I will answer

the question. "If you love me," says Je-

sus, "you will keep my sayings." That is

the touchstone. If you love the Lord Je-

sus Christ, and the Father, you will keep

the commandments of the Son—you will

do his will. If you neglect to do this, you

may have all the visions and revelations

that could be bestowed upon a mortal be-

ing, and yet be nothing but a devil. Why

I use this expression is because when a

man's mind is enlightened, and he turns

from that light to darkness, it prepares

him to be a devil. A man never knew

how to be wicked, until light and truth

were first made manifest to him. Then is

the time for men to make their decision,

and if they turn away from the Lord, it

prepares them to become devils.

Now, I want to go back, for I have

wandered on a little with regard to

laying the Cornerstones, and take up

the Apostleship, in connection with this.

Let me ask the High Priests' Quorum

a question, in order to bring out the

thing I wish to lay before you. I ask

the High Priests, from whence does the

Apostleship grow? Does it grow out of

the High Priesthood? I will venture to

say, if I was not here today, and this

question was proposed for debate, you

would find the Elders in this congrega-

tion, perhaps, nearly equally divided on

the point. There would be as many High

Priests to say the Apostleship grows out

of the High Priesthood, as there would to

say it does not. Let me answer the ques-

tion. Now recollect that the High Priest-

hood, and the Lesser Priesthood, and all

the Priesthood there is, are combined,

centered in, composed of, and circum-

scribed by, the Apostleship. Brethren,

did you ever know that before? If you

had read that book attentively [pointing

to the Book of Covenants], it would have

told you the story as I am now telling it

to you, yet the High Priests did not know

it.

I speak thus to show you the or-

der of the Priesthood. We will now

commence with the Apostleship, where

Joseph commenced. Joseph was or-

dained an Apostle—that you can read

and understand. After he was ordained

to this office, then he had the right to

organize and build up the kingdom of

God, for he had committed unto him the

keys of the Priesthood, which is after the

order of Melchizedek—the High Priest-

hood, which is after the order of the Son

of God. And this, remember, by being or-

dained an Apostle.

Could he have built up the King-

dom of God, without first being an

Apostle? No, he never could. The

keys of the eternal Priesthood, which

is after the order of the Son of God,

are comprehended by being an Apos-

tle. All the Priesthood, all the keys, all


