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the gifts, all the endowments, and ev-

erything preparatory to entering into the

presence of the Father and of the Son,

are in, composed of, circumscribed by, or

I might say incorporated within the cir-

cumference of, the Apostleship.

Now who do we set, in the first

place, to lay the Chief, the South East,

Cornerstone—the corner from whence

light emanates to illuminate the whole

fabric that is to be lighted? We begin

with the First Presidency, with the Apos-

tleship, for Joseph commenced, always,

with the keys of the Apostleship, and

he, by the voice of the people, presiding

over the whole community of Latter-day

Saints, officiated in the Apostleship, as

the first President.

What comes next in the Church? I

will now refer you directly to the build-

ing up of the Kingdom of God in the last

days. What do we see next? Joseph as

an Apostle of the Lamb, with the keys

of the eternal Priesthood committed unto

him by Peter, James, and John. What

for? To build up the Kingdom of God

on the earth. Next grows out an office

pertaining to the temporal affairs of this

Kingdom, the keys of which are com-

mitted to man on the earth, prepara-

tory to its establishment, preparatory to

its spreading, growing, increasing, and

prospering among the nations. The next

step we see taken by the Lord, is to pro-

vide for the body, therefore some person

must be appointed to fill this office, to

stand side by side with this Apostle, this

first President. Who was it? It was not

brother Hunter. Who was it? It was

brother Partridge. We see brother Par-

tridge was called to fill that place be-

fore there was an Elders' Quorum, or a

High Priests' Quorum, in existence, yea,

before the thing was talked of, and also

before the Twelve Apostles were chosen,

not, however, before the revelation was

given to signify there would be such a

Quorum.

We see this Apostle with the keys

of the Priesthood to build up the King-

dom, to give light to those who were

in darkness, to succor those who were

feeble, to sustain the trembling, to ad-

minister salvation to the penitent, and

to be a stay and a staff to those who

were ready to fall. We see this gigan-

tic Apostle thus standing forth, clothed

with the authority of heaven, to build up

His cause on the earth. Him the Lord

told to call a Bishop. So the Bishop was

the next standing authority in the King-

dom of God; therefore we set the Bishop

at the second corner of the building. The

Melchizedek Priesthood, with the altar,

fixtures, and furniture belonging there-

unto, is situated on the East, and the

Aaronic Priesthood belongs in the West;

consequently the Presiding Bishop laid

the second stone.

Do you ask, was it so in the other

buildings? I do not know, neither do I

care.

The High Priests' Quorum—do they

come next in order, do they next step

into the field? No, not particularly,

anymore than the Elders, nor the El-

ders anymore than the High Council,

nor the High Council anymore than the

Teachers, Deacons, or Priests. The High

Priests' Quorum is a standing Quorum,

abiding at home. So is the Elders' Quo-

rum; but the place of the Bishop is in the

temporal affairs in the Church; so then

what shall we say? Why, out of due re-

spect to the High Priesthood, which is

nothing more than what is right and rea-

sonable, that we should honor the Priest-

hood that God has bequeathed to us, we

say to the High Priests; lay the third cor-

nerstone.

We started at the South East Cor-

ner, with the Apostleship; then the

Lesser Priesthood laid the second

stone; we bring them in our ranks to


