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the third stone, which the High Priests

and Elders laid; we take them under

our wing to the North East Cornerstone,

which the Twelve and Seventies laid,

and there again join the Apostleship.

It circumscribes every other Priesthood,

for it is the Priesthood of Melchizedek,

which is after the order of the Son of God.

To say a man is an Apostle, is equal

to saying that a man is ordained to build

up the Kingdom of God from first to

last; but it is not so by saying he is or-

dained a High Priest. The Bishopric by

right belongs to the literal descendants

of Aaron, but we shall have to ordain

from the other tribes, men who hold the

High Priesthood, to act in the Lesser, un-

til we can find a literal descendant of

Aaron, who is prepared to receive it.

The Lesser Priesthood then, you per-

ceive, comes within the purview of the

Apostleship, because a man that holds it

has a right to act or officiate as a High

Priest, as one of the High Council, as

a Patriarch, as a Bishop, Elder, Priest,

Teacher, and Deacon, and in every other

office and calling that is in the Church,

from first to last, when duty demands it.

This is the order of the Priesthood,

brethren. I felt as though I wished to

make some remarks upon this subject on

the Temple ground; but dismissing the

congregation hurt me much. I wanted to

make some remarks at the same time,

but I despaired of making you hear, so

I thought I would omit speaking in the

open air, and say what I had to say in

the Tabernacle.

I know what was done at Nau-

voo; it was all right. Everything is

right with me. There the Twelve were

called to lay the North West Corner-

stone, if I mistake not. However, it

is no matter, they were just as well

there, as anywhere else. But to take

up the Priesthood in its perfect order

and form, you perceive that the Apos-

tleship circumscribes everything in the

Church of God on earth. This is the or-

der, and I have endeavored to carry it out

before you, that you all might know here-

after, what is the true order, as far as it

can be exhibited in the laying of Corner-

stones. So far as simply laying a corner-

stone is concerned, one corner is just as

good to me as another.

I will give you the explanation why

we proceeded as we have. It was sug-

gested to me, that perhaps the Twelve

would feel better to lay the second stone.

When I told them the fourth stone was

the stone they should lay, it struck my

mind that I was ordained an Apostle;

and I still belong to the Apostleship; did

you ever cut me off, brethren? [Voices

in the stand, No.] It struck my mind if

you wanted to lay the second stone, you

did not feel that you had the Apostle-

ship in you, or you did not feel like as

I did; for it is the beginning and the end,

the height, depth, length, and breadth of

all that is, that was, and ever can be to

all eternity. I have not heard that there

were any feelings about the matter, only

somebody suggested the thing. It was

three of the Twelve, then, that laid the

first stone, and then the Quorum of the

Twelve laid the fourth.

Now will it cause some of you to

marvel that I was not ordained a High

Priest before I was ordained an Apostle?

Brother Kimball and myself were never

ordained High Priests. How wonderful!

I was going to say how little some of the

brethren understood the Priesthood, af-

ter the Twelve were called. In our early

career in this Church, on one occasion,

in one of our Councils, we were telling

about some of the Twelve wanting to or-

dain us High Priests, and what I said

to brother Patten when he wanted to or-

dain me in York State: said I, brother

Patten, wait until I can lift my hand


