
their influence will ultimately overbalance 
the world, they will overturn those insti-
tutions which they could not conquer in 
their own country.

Hence we contemplate that small begin-
ning made by the American pioneers, by 
Columbus as the first pioneer, and by our 
fathers the pioneers of religion and liberty; 
we contemplate how that influence has 
spread and increased in the earth, influenc-
ing the feelings of individuals as well as na-
tional institutions, until among all the na-
tions of the earth, a sufficient number are 
gathered together, and the elements suffi-
ciently developed that now lie unoccupied, 
and sufficient light is infused for them to 
comprehend, to contemplate, to investi-
gate, and interchange with each other the 
blessings of Providence, until by and by the 
rest of the world is overwhelmed, that it is 
obliged to bow to their superior greatness. 
“Do you mean that we shall return again to 
our fathers’ land, and compel them to be 
American citizens?” No. But to two hun-
dred millions of people on the American 
continent, dignified by the principles of 
American freedom, Europe must bow, by 
the indirect influence which must necessar-
ily be exercised on those despotic nations.

Suffice it to say the continent is discov-
ered, the elements for life and happiness are 
known to exist, and are partly developed, 
and constitutions and governments formed, 
and principles beginning to be instituted and

developed, and influences are at work of 
such magnitude and greatness, that lan-
guage is inadequate to express the probable 
result; we can only borrow the language 
of the Prophets, which is also insufficient 
to convey the idea properly, that is, The 
earth shall be full of knowledge, light, lib-
erty, brotherly kindness and friendship; 
none will have need to teach his neighbor 
to know the Lord, but all will know Him 
from the least to the greatest; darkness will 
flee away, oppression will be known no 
more, and men will employ blacksmiths 
to beat up their old weapons of war into 
ploughshares and pruninghooks. Their oc-
cupation will be to develop the inexhaust-
ible resources of nature, improve the intel-
lect, and lay hold of the Spirit of the Lord, 
and live by it. The world will be renovated 
both politically and religiously.

These are but partial ideas. To view 
the subject in its true light, would lead 
the mind to contemplate all the practical 
truths in the universe, that are within the 
grasp of mortal man; indeed it may reach 
into immortality. We will acknowledge the 
hand of God in the movements of men, 
and in the development of minds, the 
result of which will be the fulfillment of 
what the Prophet has spoken—the renova-
tion of our race, and the establishment of 
a universal Kingdom of God, in which His 
will will be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven.
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