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I wish to make a few remarks only,

to this congregation, as the time allotted

to us this morning, is far spent. The re-

marks which have beenmade previous to

my rising are very good, as they are also

true. They are things not fresh to the

majority of this assembly, though there

may be some present who are perhaps ig-

norant of them.

Suffice it to say, that five years ago

this day, the Pioneers approached this

valley, with their implements of hus-

bandry, &c., which were represented by

them in the procession today. We came

for the purpose of finding a place to set

our feet, where we could dwell in peace.

That place we have found. If the Saints

cannot enjoy that peace which is so dear

to them here, I would say that I am ig-

norant of the spot on the earth where

they can. Where could a place have been

found where we might enjoy freedom of

thought, freedom of speech, and freedom

of worship? If not in these mountains, I

am ignorant of the place.

We have enjoyed perfect peace here

for five years; and I trust we shall for

many fives to come. If the Saints are

persecuted, it is for their good; if they

are driven, it is for their good; conse-

quently, when I reflect, I have noth-

ing to fear in all the persecutions or

hardships I may pass through in con-

nection with this people, but the one

thing, and that is, to stray from the

religion I have embraced, and be for-

saken of my God. If you or I should see

that day, we shall see at once that the

world will love its own; and affliction,

persecutions, death, fire, and the sword,

will cease to follow us.

If the Latter-day Saints magnify their

calling, walk humbly before their God, do

the things that are pleasing to their Fa-

ther in heaven, and walk up to their duty

in every respect, I am bold to say that not

five years only, but scores of years, will

pass away without the Saints ever being

interrupted, or driven again from their

possessions: thus far it is for our good.

I did not rise for the purpose of de-

livering an oration on this occasion, but

to remind you of the blessings we now

are privileged to enjoy. When we first

approached this valley, there was not a

man upon the face of the earth whoever

had beheld these valleys of the moun-

tains, or knew anything of the Great

Basin, who knew that corn, or any other

kind of grain could be raised here. Can

you find the man who had any knowl-

edge of the Great Basin, as it is called,

that believed there could be an ear of

corn ripened in it? There is not that

man on the earth, when you have ex-

cepted the people called the Latter-day

Saints. We came here and planted our

garden seeds of various kinds, five years

ago this day; they grew, but they did not


