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sands, and the scores of thousands, and

the hundreds of thousands, who would

lay down every principle of life and hap-

piness, and everything that is desirable,

pertaining to this world, for the princi-

ples of eternal life; and would go forth

into the wilderness, having no other stay

but the hand of God to lead them? They

are not to be found!

We meet here and celebrate the day;

five years we have been in this val-

ley; and I will say to the newcomers,

our brethren, or those who are not our

brethren, three years ago last October,

the first house was reared in this place.

There was not a rod of fence, nor a

house, except the old fort, and a little

log cabin. Here we are now, spread out

from the east to the west, measurably

so, but more extensively to the north and

south. Travel through the valleys, and

scan the houses, and the farms, and see

the improvements that have been made;

take the back track of the "Mormons;"

follow them from here to Nauvoo: from

Nauvoo to Far West; then to Kirtland;

and back to Missouri again to Jackson

County; and all people will acknowledge

that the "Mormons" have had enough to

do to mind their own business, and make

the improvements that have been per-

formed by them! They have done noth-

ing but mind their own business. Look

at the improvements that have followed

this people, in all their travels up to

this place, for a testimony of their en-

durance, and unflinching industry.

I say to this community, be hum-

ble, be faithful to your God, true to His

Church, benevolent to the strangers that

may pass through our territory, and kind

to all people; serving the Lord with all

your might, trusting in him; but never

fear the frowns of an enemy, nor be

moved by the flatteries of friends or of

enemies from the path of right. Serve

your God; believe in Him, and never be

ashamed of Him, and sustain your char-

acter before Him, for very soon we will

meet in a larger congregation than this,

and have a celebration far superior; we

will celebrate our perfect and absolute

deliverance from the power of the devil;

we only celebrate now our deliverance

from the good brick houses we have left,

from our farms and lands, and from the

graves of our fathers; we celebrate our

perfect deliverance from these.

Our lives have been spared, and we

are yet upon this planet; and by and by

we will celebrate a perfect deliverance

from all the powers of earth; and we will

keep our eyes set upon the mark, and go

forward to victory.

I say to the aged, to the middle-aged,

and to the young—all be true to your

God, true to your brethren, and kind to

all, serving God with all your heart. And

may He bless you for Jesus' sake. Amen.


