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In rising to address you this morn-

ing, I do it with feelings of peculiar plea-

sure, for I always love to meet with the

Saints of the Most High; I always loved

to speak or to hear of the things associ-

ated with the kingdom of God; and con-

sequently, as we are all engaged in the

worship of the Almighty, and meet to-

gether from time to time, to sing, to pray,

to speak, to edify, and be edified, it is of

little importance to me what part I take

in the drama, I am pleased at all times to

hear my brethren speak, and it likewise

gives me pleasure to address the Saints

for their edification.

As men and women of intelligence,

as those who profess to be the servants

of the Most High, we all have more or

less reflection pertaining to the king-

dom of God. The ideas that we have

entertained, relative to this kingdom,

have brought us here; these feelings

and principles have caused us to leave

our native homes, our former habita-

tions and associations, and to mingle

with the Saints of the Most High in

the valleys of these mountains. If we

have suffered afflictions and privations,

if we have passed through troubles or

sorrows, if we have had to do with the

chequered scenes of this life, more par-

ticularly as it is associated with the king-

dom of God, it is because we have been

stimulated by thoughts, feelings, hopes,

and desires, pertaining to the eternal

world, and those things associated with

our everlasting welfare.

If these are not our feelings, what are

we doing here? Why are we found in this

distant land? Why have we left the land

of our birth, and dwelling place? Why

have we quitted our former associations

and friends, in different nations, coun-

tries, tongues, and peoples, and thus

become amalgamated? Why do we to-

gether worship the Most High in the

valleys of the mountains, if these have

not been our feelings? We have come

here expressly for this purpose. This

has been our only object, our only hope,

our chief desire, and may account for

our singular gathering, and our pecu-

liar location here. And notwithstanding

we may have a few trials and difficul-

ties, and various things that frequently

perplex and annoy our minds, and dis-

turb our feelings, yet the polar star of

our minds, the strong and deep feeling

of affection, and the principle of truth

within us, still point to the same thing

for which we started at the commence-

ment of our career; and when we bow

down before our God, when we enter into

our closet and call upon the Lord, when

associated with our families to suppli-

cate the Most High, when we mingle

with the Saints in public worship, or

whenever we are led seriously to reflect

upon the true position of this kingdom,

our rejoicing is, that our face is Zion-


