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blessings in the eternal world, that we

should pass through the same afflictions,

endure the same privations, conquer as

he conquered, and overcome as he did,

and thus by integrity, truth, virtue, pu-

rity, and a high-minded and honorable

course before God, angels, and men, se-

cure for ourselves an eternal exaltation

in the eternal world, as he did.

The world, at the present time, is

all confused, and it seems to me, some-

times, that even we have made very lit-

tle improvement indeed, according to the

light and intelligence God has commu-

nicated to us. But what has the world

done? Whether you look at it morally,

religiously, philosophically, or politically,

or in what way you please, you will find

it is all a chaotic mass. Confusion, dis-

order, weakness, corruption, and vice of

every kind are abounding, and the whole

world seems to be confused and retro-

grading. The human family have de-

parted from the principles which God

has laid down for their guidance, direc-

tion, and support; they have forsaken

Him the fountain of living waters, and

hewn out to themselves cisterns, broken

cisterns, that can hold no water.

I shall not, at the present, examine par-

ticularly their philosophy or politics; these

things you are already acquainted with, for

you have had more or less to do with them;

you have seen their weakness, and incompe-

tency to accomplish anything they desired in

times past. There is no project they have put

on foot, to the present time, if carried out

to the furthest extent, according to the most

sanguine desires of its advocates, that would

be capable of producing happiness to the hu-

man family. I shall not enter into a detail of

these things at the present, but merely make

this statement. Suffice it to say that we have

been satisfied of these things years ago, and

therefore have come here. Have we come here

because we expect to become more rich? No.

Have we united with this Church be-

cause we expect to become more honor-

able in the eyes of the world? No. I think

this work would have been the last ship

we should have boarded, if that had been

what we sought. This reminds me of a

minister that I once conversed with in

England. He wanted a little private con-

versation, after having had some public

debate with me. Said he, "Elder Tay-

lor, is there any way you know of that I

can be saved without uniting with your

Church?" These were the feelings most

of us had when we first heard the Gospel.

"Mormonism" is the first impression, and

the "Mormons" are looked upon as be-

ing deluded fanatics and fools, the offs-

couring of the earth. This is the way we

have been looked upon, and in this light

we looked upon "Mormonism," ourselves,

at the first. When I first read about

the Gospel preached by the Latter-day

Saints, I thought it was nothing akin to

religion; and I presume now that the peo-

ple in England, and in the United States,

particularly since they have heard some

of the late doctrines which have been

proclaimed, think it is nothing like re-

ligion. I know what their feelings are,

and I know that nothing but a sterling

desire to do the will of God will cause

men to endure the contumely and re-

proach of their fellow men, and asso-

ciate themselves with the people denom-

inated Latter-day Saints or "Mormons."

We had similar feelings to these our-

selves; and we united with this people

because we considered there was truth

associated with their religion, otherwise

we never should have become converts to

it, we should never have been here, but

we should have been with the world, and

following in their path. But we are here;

the world have their ideas, and we have

ours. I was going to say, they think they

are right; but on reflecting a moment,


