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my true position in society, and for what

I came into the world.

What are we? We are noble, intelli-

gent beings, bearing the impress of a Je-

hovah. With all our imperfections, we

can reflect upon things back, and things

to come. Our minds are capable of flying

from one part of the earth to the other,

in less than a moment of time. We can

contemplate things we did in the years

of our infancy, and thousands of miles

distant from our present position; and

in another moment contemplate things

that are ahead of us. That is a degree of

wisdom and intelligence which God has

imparted unto us, and which we may im-

prove as intelligent beings, and, having

tasted of the fountain, go and drink, and

participate more fully in all those bless-

ings which are in store for us.

I have often been amused at the nar-

row contracted ideas of men, when I

have looked abroad in the world, and

seen their cogitations and calculations

in their writings. One man believes in

justification by faith, another in justifi-

cation by works. Some believe in one

thing, and some in another; all have

their own peculiar ideas, unguided and

ungoverned by the only legitimate rule

and standard of truth—the living and

eternal Priesthood of God. Few can ex-

tend their charity sufficiently for to be-

lieve it is possible that some will be

saved as well as themselves; but that

some few thousands of people are going

to heaven and all the rest, to hell, is the

prevailing belief; and if a few, besides

these "elect," reach heaven, they think it

will be a hard chance. The Protestants

believe the Catholics are all in error, and

pack the whole church off to hell as the

mother of harlots, without any trouble,

or without even a sigh. And the old

mother is just as uncharitable towards

her daughters, for they are her offspring,

and she sends the whole of them uncere-

moniously to the same place. The

Catholics and Protestants are generally

united in sending all the Mahometans

and Heathens there. It would be some-

thing like it was with me once, when I

was discussing with a minister on the

principles of "Mormonism." Before I got

through with him, he nearly destroyed

and cast away the whole of the Bible, in

his zeal to destroy our faith. He threw

away one book after another, until but

a small portion remained. So it is with

the religious world generally; each one

packs off his neighbor to hell; and after

such narrow minds have made their se-

lections of the worthy ones, and put them

right, as they think, few besides will get

to heaven.

Others will take everybody to heaven,

no matter who or what they are. I think

the latter idea is as ridiculous as the for-

mer, although there is something more

pleasing in the last idea, I must confess,

than in the other. The only thing I would

hate in it, is being associated with a mul-

titude of cutthroats and blacklegs there.

For instance—the old world was cut off

through their wickedness and corrup-

tion. I could not think it right of the Lord

to take all those wicked fellows straight

to heaven, because they were wicked and

unworthy, and leave Noah and his fam-

ily to combat with the troubles of earth

because they were righteous. But such

are the ideas of men; while some are all

charity, others have none at all. I have

sometimes thought that we "Mormons"

are almost as uncharitable as others.

I believe God has a great design

in view, in the creation of the human

family. I do not believe that an all-

wise Being would ever make a beauti-

ful earth like this, and people it with

man, and a multiplicity of other kinds

of beings designed to exist upon it,

and all for no purpose. I do not be-

lieve that 350,000,000 of people that


