
live in China in a state of heathen dark-
ness are created to live in this state, and 
be damned because they have not the 
right religion. I do not believe that all 
the nations that worship various kinds of 
idols, in different parts of the earth, and 
know nothing about the true God, will be 
consigned to be burned in fire hereafter, 
because they know no better than wor-
ship as they do. I cannot receive any such 
ideas into my mind. Although I was going 
to say I am not a Universalist, but I am, 
and I am also a Presbyterian, and a Roman 
Catholic, and a Methodist, in short, I be-
lieve in every true principle that is imbibed 
by any person or sect, and reject the false. 
If there is any truth in heaven, earth, or 
hell, I want to embrace it, I care not what 
shape it comes in to me, who brings it, or 
who believes in it, whether it is popular or 
unpopular. Truth, eternal truth, I wish to 
float in and enjoy.

Now I come to us, “Mormons.” We are 
the only true Church, so we say. We have 
got the only true faith, so we say and be-
lieve. I believe we have got many great and 
true principles revealed from the heavens. I 
will tell you how I feel about it, and what 
I have said many times when I have been 
abroad among the priests, people, and phi-
losophers. If any man under the heavens can 
show me one principle of error that I have 
entertained, I will lay it aside forthwith, and 
be thankful for the information. On the 
other hand if any man has got any principle 
of truth, whether moral, religious, philo-
sophical, or of any other kind, that is calcu-
lated to benefit mankind, I promise him I 
will embrace it, but I will not partake of his 
errors along with it. If a man should say, I 
am in possession of one piece of truth, and, 
because I have got that, I must be right,  
am I to believe him? Certainly not. It does 
not follow that he has not many errors.

The Catholics have many pieces 
of truth; so have the Protestants, the 
Mahometans, and Heathens; and am I to 
embrace one of these systems because it 
has got certain things that are right? No. 
Suppose a person should tell me that two 
multiplied by two makes four. Well, that 
is right. I believe it with all my heart. But 
suppose he believes and teaches also, that 
six and four make twenty, and exhorts me 
to believe it, saying—I was right in the 
other calculation, did I not prove the other 
to you? O yes, but you did not prove that 
six and four make twenty. I will take out 
the truth and leave the error.

Then you be l i eve  that  we ,  a s 
“Mormons,” have got truth? O yes, I do, 
and for this reason, I have traveled exten-
sively in most of the States of the Union, 
and in Canada; also in England, Ireland, 
and Scotland; in the Isle of Man, Jersey, 
and other islands of the sea; in France, 
Germany, Belgium, and other parts of the 
earth; and I have not yet seen a man that 
could find one error in doctrine or prin-
ciple connected with the religion of the 
Latter-day Saints. I do not talk of practice. 
God knows there is too much delinquency 
among us. I speak of principle. Then if you 
have got a thing that nobody can overturn, 
but can be sustained everywhere; that bids 
defiance to the wisdom and intelligence of 
the world to find one fault in it, you must 
say it is right, until it is proven to be wrong.

Can anybody prove to you that two 
multiplied by two makes six? There are 
certain things which are matters of fact—
two multiplied by two makes four, and 
two parallel lines infinitely extended will  
never meet at right angles, but run to eter-
nity. These truths demonstrate themselves, 
no man can alter these matters of fact.  
And if I have got principles which are 
out of the power of man to prove false,
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