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will be in consequence of these promises.

I wonder if there were no other men of

faith besides Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-

cob, that existed previous to their days.

And if there were, I want to know if

they knew anything about God, and ob-

tained promises for their offspring. I

will go a little further than old Abra-

ham, and say, I am glad to see your

posterity saved, Abraham, but I think

some of your descendants prophesied of

the time when Ammon would stretch out

his hands to God, and Moab and Philis-

tia be blessed with the same blessing. I

think some of your descendants, when

their minds were enlightened and ex-

panded, looked forward into the womb

of the future, to a time when there

would be a great gathering, when peo-

ple from Hamath, Cush, and from the

islands of the sea, when different tribes

and nations, should flow together to the

name of the Lord of Hosts. If Abraham

knew how to obtain promises, I won-

der, for instance, if the old man that

was called Melchizedek, who lived before

Abraham, and whom Paul in his writ-

ings makes a greater man than Abra-

ham, for, says he, "the lesser was blessed

of the greater"—I wonder if Melchizedek

did not know also how to obtain promises

for his seed? There was an old man who

lived in the land of Uz, who is said to

have been a very patient man; notwith-

standing he cursed the day he was born,

and the womb that gave him birth. He

surely knew how to obtain blessings

from God. God came to him, and he

obtained blessings from God, and could

look forward through the dark vista of

ages and contemplate the purposes of

God, and he saw himself not only dead

and buried, but, said he, "though after

my skin worms destroy this body, yet in

my flesh shall I see God." He had the

kind of religion I believe in, exactly—

a religion that caused him to know

and understand something of God and

His purposes; and he acted upon it, and

profited by it. Very well, if he knew about

these things, I want to know whether

he will not have some promises to claim

for himself and descendants by and by,

when they are hunted up.

I will go further back yet; to old Noah,

for instance. He was a good man, and

while the whole earth was destroyed, his

life was preserved, and his posterity with

him. He was a man of God. I want to

know if he could also obtain blessings for

his posterity, and whether he will feel af-

ter them sometime or other, and if the

time will come round that they may par-

take of the covenants and blessings of

God, and stand in their proper place, and

not be consigned to all eternity in this

dreadful hell. I think he would not like to

see his posterity there, more than Abra-

ham would like to see his. All these

holy men have their interest to feel af-

ter their posterity, and all desire to see

them brought forth.

"But," says one, "they are felled crea-

tures." And so are the Israelites. Where

will you find a more corrupt set than

the descendants of Ephraim, so far fallen

and so debased a set as the Indians that

dwell in these mountains, and that roam

wildly over the broad prairies of this

country? Their fathers have got to do

something for them, to bring them forth

to inherit the promises. It is for Abra-

ham to feel after his seed, and be inter-

ested in their welfare.

We will go back to old Adam, and

see him coming on the earth, as he is

the head and father of us all. Well,

now I want to know if the old gen-

tleman would like to see his children

packed off by nations into a place of

torment, millions and millions turned

off into the Catholic hell, to roast there

to all eternity. I think he has fa-

therly feeling to his numerous offspring,

and would desire, and seek earnestly to


