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have them saved, to have them re-

deemed from their fallen and degraded

condition. For they are no worse fallen,

no more degraded and corrupt, than the

Israelites are, and have as much right to

be brought forth at the proper time, and

be blessed, as they have. This is my doc-

trine, and these are my feelings.

You may go to the head fountain of

all, to the God who made Adam, and say,

O Lord, why did you make the earth, and

cause the sun, and moon, and stars to be

made to give light to it, and man to in-

habit it, telling him to multiply, and re-

plenish the earth, and cause it to bring

forth in its strength for man and beast?

I will go back further, and find the

spirits that are existing with him in the

eternal world. They came here and ob-

tained bodies, that both bodies and spir-

its might receive an exaltation among

the Gods, and be capable of eternal in-

crease worlds without end. I think this

agrees more with philosophy and truth,

with an intelligent and extensive mind,

with true religion, with our fathers, and

with God, than anything else we see

abroad.

I see the world of mankind in dark-

ness, and try my best to enlighten them

as much as possible. If I can do them any

good, I will do it. God has revealed His

truth to us, "Mormons." What to do? To

make us glory in it, and in nothing but

what God gives to us; and to teach it to

others, that they may be put in posses-

sion of the same intelligence that we en-

joy. What have we to do? To spread this

Gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue,

and people, that the Spirit of the Lord

may operate upon those who love the

truth, that they may have an opportu-

nity of embracing it, and of participat-

ing in the same blessings we enjoy, and

forming a nucleus whereby a fulness of

eternal truth may be developed, and an-

gels come again and communicate with

the human family, that the earth may

answer the end of its creation, and that

all men whoever did or ever will live may

answer the end of their creation, that

men who have fallen from righteousness

may suffer for their sins and transgres-

sions, and by and by come forth and en-

joy their proper lot in the eternal world.

"O then," say you, "I will do as I

please in this world." Very well, go and

do it. It will prove that you do not live

by the truth because you love it, but if

you follow the truth, you are actuated

to do so by a dastardly fear of hell. If

that is the case, I would not give the

ashes of a rye straw for ten thousand

such "Mormons." If a man cannot stand

up in the defense of truth, to the death, it

is not worth having, and he is not a man

who is acknowledged or considered wor-

thy among the Saints. But such will find

it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands

of the living God.

I will notice an instance for your in-

formation, to stir up your pure minds,

if you have got such minds. I read

of many people who were destroyed by

the flood; and in Jesus Christ's day, we

read that he was put to death in the

flesh, and quickened by the Spirit, by

which he went to preach to the spirits

in prison, who had been disobedient in

the days of Noah, &c. He preached to

them, and they came forth out of their

confinement. "Well, that would be all

right," you say. O yes, but I want to

know how you would like to be shut up

in prison, three or four thousand years,

or even one year. It is said in Scrip-

ture, that "it is a fearful thing to fall

into the hands of the living God." It also

says that "the wicked shall be turned

into hell, with all the nations that forget

God." Do you believe that? "Certainly I

do." I remember a minister once asking

me a question upon this subject. Says

he, "Do you believe in eternal punish-


