
mon dealings of our great Head with His 
people have been manifested from days of 
old, in blessings and chastisements. Wars, 
commotions, tumults, strife, nation con-
tending against nation, and people against 
people, have all been governed and con-
trolled by Him whose right it is to control 
such matters.

Among wicked nations, or among Saints, 
among the ancient Israelites, Philistines, 
and Romans, the hand of the Lord was felt; 
in short, all the powers that have been upon 
the earth, have been dictated, governed, 
controlled, and the final issue of their ex-
istence has been brought to pass, according 
to the wisdom of the Almighty. Then my 
testimony is, it is all right.

There seems to be some excitement 
among the people, and fears are arising in 
the breasts of many, as to the general safety. 
Some person has been shot at by the Indians, 
or some Indians were seen in an hostile con-
dition. And away go messengers to report 
to headquarters, saying, “What shall we do? 
For we cannot tell, but we shall all be killed 
by them; they have stolen our horses, and 
driven off some cattle, which has created a 
great excitement in our settlement,” etc.; 
when, perhaps, tomorrow, the very Indians 
who have committed these depredations 
will come and say, “How do you do? We are 
friendly, cannot you give us some Chitcup?” 
They will shake hands, and appear as though 
it were impossible for them to be guilty 
of another hostility. And what is the next 
move? Why, our wise men, the Elders of 
Israel, are either so fluctuating in their feel-
ings, so unstable in their ways, or so ignorant 
of the Indian character, that the least mark 
of friendship manifested by these treacher-
ous red men, will lull all their fears, throw  
them entirely off their guard, saying, “It is 
all right; wife, take care of the stock, for I 
am going to the canyon for a load of wood.”

Away he goes without a gun or a pis-
tol to defend himself, in case of an attack 
from some Indian or Indians, to rob him 
of his cattle, and perhaps his life. Herds of 
cattle are driven upon the range, the feel-
ings of the people are divested of all fear by 
this little show of Indian friendship, and 
their hearts are at peace with all mankind. 
They lie down to sleep at night with the 
doors of their houses open, and in many 
instances with no way to close them if they 
were willing, only by means of hanging up 
a blanket. Thus they go to sleep with their 
guns unloaded, and entirely without any 
means of defense, in case they should be 
attacked in the night. On the other hand, 
they no sooner discover an Indian in an 
hostile attitude, than the hue and cry is 
“We shall all be murdered immediately.” 
That is the kind of stability, the kind of 
unshaken self-command, the style of gen-
eralship and wisdom manifested by Elders 
in Israel. Today all are in arms, war is on 
hand; “we are going to be destroyed, or to 
fight our way through,” is in every mouth. 
Tomorrow all is peace, and every man 
turns to his own way, wherever the com-
mon avocations of life call him. No con-
cern is felt as to protection in the future, 
but “all is right, all is safety, there is no fear 
of any further trouble,” is the language of 
people’s thoughts, and they lie down to 
sleep in a false security, to be murdered in 
the night by their enemies, if they are dis-
posed to murder them.

I can tell you one thing with regard to ex-
citement and war. You may take Israel here, 
as a community, with all their experience, 
and with all they have passed through in the 
shape of war, and difficulties of various kinds, 
and these wild Indians are actually wiser in 
their generations in the art of war than this 
people are. They lay better plans, display 
greater skill, and are steadier in their feel-
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