
INDIAN HOSTILITIES, ETC. 165

is said to have a veil drawn over it. If

we all go together, the dark valley of the

shadow of death will be lighted up by us,

so do not be scared. But there will not

be enough slain by the Indians at this

time to make the company very conspic-

uous in that dark valley. Do you begin

to secretly wish you had stayed in the

States or in England a little longer, un-

til this Indian war had come to an end?

There is a mighty fearing and trembling

in the hearts of many. I know what men

have done heretofore, when they have

seen the enemy advancing, they have

skulked, they were sure to be somewhere

else than on hand when there was fight-

ing to do, although, upon the whole, I

have no fault to find with the Latter-day

Saints, or with the Elders of Israel upon

that subject, for they love to fight a lit-

tle too well. If I were to have fears con-

cerning them, it would not be that they

would make war, but in the case of war

being made on them, I should have more

fear in consequence of the ignorant and

foolish audacity of the Elders, than of

their being afraid. I should fear they

would rush into danger like an unthink-

ing horse into battle. So I will not find

fault with regard to their courage. On

that point I am a coward myself, and if

people would do as I tell them, I would

not only save my own life, but theirs like-

wise.

Suppose, now, that we should say to

this congregation, and to all the wards in

this city, the time has come for us to fort

up; do you not think a great many per-

sons would come immediately to me, and

inquire if I did not think their houses

quite safe enough, without being put to

that trouble and expense? Yes, my of-

fice would be crowded with such persons,

wanting to know if they might not live

where they were now living, "for" they

would say, "we have got good houses, and

well finished off, besides, such a course

will ruin them, and our gardens will

go to destruction; we really cannot fort

up." Would there not be a great amount

of hard feelings upon the subject? I think

so, whether you do or not. I think I

should want as many as a legion of an-

gels to assist me to convince every family

it was necessary, if it actually was so.

I do not know but the time may come,

and that speedily, when I shall build a

fort myself in this city, and those who are

disposed can go into it with me, while the

rest can stay out. When I see it is abso-

lutely necessary to do this, I shall do it.

If the people of Utah Territory would do

as they were told, they would always be

safe. If the people in San Pete County

had done as they were told, from the be-

ginning of that settlement, they would

have been safe at this time, and would

not have lost their cattle. The day before

yesterday, Friday, July 29th, the Indi-

ans came from the mountains, to Father

Allred's settlement, and drove off all the

stock, amounting to two hundred head.

If the people had done as they were told,

they would not have suffered this severe

loss, which is a just chastisement.

I recollect when we were down at Fa-

ther Allred's settlement last April, they

had previously been to me not only to

know if they might settle in San Pete,

but if they might separate widely from

each other, over a piece of land about

two miles square, each having a five acre

lot for their garden, near their farms.

They were told to build a good substan-

tial fort, until the settlement became suf-

ficiently strong, and not live so far apart,

and expose themselves and their prop-

erty to danger. Father Allred told me

they were then so nigh together, they

did not know how to live! I told him

they had better make up their minds

to be baptized into the Church again,

and get the Spirit of God, that each one

might be able to live at peace with his


