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we have a right, and it is our duty, to put
ourselves in a state of self-defense.

The few families that settled in Cedar
Valley, at the point of the mountains,
were instructed to leave there, last
spring. They have gone back again, upon
their own responsibility, and now want
to know what they must do. They have
been told to do just as they have a mind
to.

Those who have taken their wives
and children in the canyons to live, have
been told to remove them into the city;
and if you want to make shingles, or do
any other work that requires you to re-
main there, have your gun in a situation
that an Indian cannot creep up and steal
it from you before you are aware, that
you can be good for a few Indians if they
should chance to come upon you.

If I wished to live away from the body
of the people, my first effort should be di-
rected towards building a good and effi-
cient fort. When new settlements were
made in the eastern countries, they built
them of timber, and they were called
"block houses." I would advise that ev-
ery house in a new settlement should be
made good for all the Indians that could
approach it, with an intention to tear it
down. If I did not do that, I would go
to where I could be safe, I would take
up my abode with the body of the peo-
ple. I would take my family there at
least. By taking this course, every per-
son will be safe from the depredations
of the Indians, which are generally com-
mitted upon the defenseless and unpro-
tected portions of the community.

I know what the feelings of the
generality of the people are, at this
time—they think all the Indians in
the mountains are coming to kill off
the Latter-day Saints. I have no
more fear of that, than I have of the
sun ceasing to give light upon the
earth. I have studied the Indian char-
acter sufficiently to know when the In-
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dians are in war, I have been with them
more or less from my youth upward,
where they have often had wars among
themselves. Let every man, woman, and
child, that can handle a butcher knife, be
good for one Indian, and you are safe.

I am aware that the people want to
ask me a thousand and one questions,
whether they have done it or not, touch-
ing the present Indian difficulties. I have
tried to answer them all, in my own
mind, by saying, it will be just as the
Lord will.

How many times have I been asked
in the past week, what I intend to do
with Walker. I say, LET HIM ALONE,
SEVERELY. I have not made war on the
Indians, nor am I calculating to do it. My
policy is to give them presents, and be
kind to them. Instead of being Walker's
enemy, I have sent him a great pile of to-
bacco to smoke when he is lonely in the
mountains. He is now at war with the
only friends he has upon this earth, and I
want him to have some tobacco to smoke.

I calculate to pursue just such a
course with the Indians, and when I am
dictated to by existing circumstances,
and the Spirit of the Lord, to change my
course, I will do it, and not until then.

If you were to see Walker, do you
think you would kill him? You that
want to kill him, I will give you a mis-
sion to that effect. A great many ap-
pear very bold, and desire to go and
bring me Walker's head, but they want
all the people in Utah to go with them.
I could point out thousands in this Ter-
ritory who would follow these Indians,
and continue to follow them, and leave
the cattle to be driven off by the emi-
grants, and the grain to perish, and thus
subject the whole community to the rav-
ages of famine, and its consequent evils.
I have been teased and teased by men
who will come to me and say, "Just give
me twenty-five, fifty, or a hundred men,



