
sides over me, and in the absence of many 
who might edify you, I rise to speak a 
short time, and give place to others.

I desire your prayers, that my body may 
be strengthened, and also for the Gift of 
the Holy Spirit, without which no man 
can edify his fellow man.

We are told, by the Prophet of old, in 
the good old Bible, and by that peculiar 
Prophet that the Christian world (that 
portion of them that esteem the Bible) 
consider more clear, and more eloquent 
than any other, whose prophecies are on 
record—the Prophet Isaiah; we are told by 
him, that the Lord would, some time, “lift 
up a standard for the people,” “an ensign 
for the nations,” and that He would not 
only do this, but do it as a manifestation 
which should result in the great restoration 
of all things spoken of by the Prophets, in 
the restoration of the twelve tribes of Israel 
from the four quarters of the earth, to their 
own country, nationality, institutions, and 
religion; that they might again be nation-
alized, established, and reinstated in their 
covenant renewed unto them, as in days of 
old, and have their own Priesthood, rul-
ers, governors, and consequently their own 
blessings. I say, we are told, by one of the 
greatest Prophets, whose prophecies are on 
record, that a standard would be lifted up 
or manifested, in order to bring about that 
great restoration. What is that standard? 
Let us reason a little upon that subject, this 
morning. Some might say it is a book. It 
might be, in a certain sense. A dictionary 
of a language is sometimes called a stan-
dard, that is, something established, some-
thing that is a sufficient authority, some-
thing to which all can refer, as to a sample 
or doctrine, to decide a question or an un-
certainty in the meaning of words.

In point of principle or doctrine, a 
book that we might call a “standard,”

might be considered to contain truths. But I 
do not understand the prediction to which 
I refer as exclusively pertaining to a book, 
but rather to a religion, to a set of principles 
developed, to a covenant established, or, to 
carry it out more fully, to a people orga-
nized, gathered together, and established in 
one, having one faith, one spirit, one bap-
tism, one God, one eternal and everlast-
ing covenant by which they are all united, 
and one set of principles by which they are 
governed. For where such a government 
might be subdivided by local circumstances, 
whether these principles were written in one 
book or in a thousand books, or whether 
they were taught and acted upon without 
any book, whether the people could read a 
book or could not, nothing short of the de-
velopment of certain principles of religion, 
law, and government, embraced by a certain 
portion of people, by which they could see 
eye to eye, in which they were united, and 
by the spirit of which they were made one in 
light and truth and fellowship, and gathered, 
organized, planted, established—in short, a 
system containing a development of all the 
principles that constitute a heavenly govern-
ment, nothing short of this, if I understand 
the prediction of Isaiah, would be consid-
ered by the Jews, and by the other tribes of 
Israel, wherever they were found, and finally 
by the whole of the Gentile world that might 
live to see it, as a “standard.” This would be 
something worthy to be called a standard, 
something to which they could look, and 
come to, and be organized, consolidated, na-
tionalized, and governed by, politically and 
religiously; or more truly and consistently 
speaking, religiously, because that includes 
all the political governments that are worth 
naming or striving for in heaven or on earth.

A system of religion, or a people  
organized upon it,  should include 
every branch of government that they
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