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and a government, and a law. "Well,"

says one, "you are a republican govern-

ment; how does that chime in with the

word kingdom?" It matters not as to

the outward name, whether it takes the

name of republic or kingdom, or this,

that, or the other; it is not the name

that does the business. We call England

a monarchy, because its Presidency per-

petually comes from one line, it is hered-

itary. We call the United States a re-

publican government, because they put

in a man to rule, and put him out once

in four years. I have been in both coun-

tries and lived and acted more or less un-

der the two governments. I went to Eng-

land with a good deal of prejudice; for I

was brought up to believe that a republi-

can government was the only good gov-

ernment in the world, and the British

were made to be killed off. When my

brother Orson began to speak at all, the

first word which I can remember he ever

said, was—"Why, dad's gone to shoot the

British." So I must have gone there more

or less prejudiced against that govern-

ment. What is the fact, against all these

prejudices of early life? It is, that govern-

ment is tolerably good in both countries.

The United States have the best institu-

tions of the two, but I tell you, if they had

carried them out better for us, we might

have been here, not so poor as we are to-

day. I like England the better of the two;

not because her institutions are better,

but because they are carried out better.

A government well carried out is better

than any other form of government not

carried out. You may spread your forms

on paper, but paper will lie a long time

before it will take off a man's head for

breaking the law.

Here we are, and, thank God for

it, a small government, you may call

it a republican government, or what

you please; but the spirit, and Gospel,

and law, and principles of union are

here, and nobody can help it. There is

no law against unity, against being bap-

tized, against receiving the administra-

tion of angels, or the keys of the Apostle-

ship, against laying hands on others that

men may be filled with the Holy Ghost.

There is no law against these things,

thank God. This makes us united, it

makes us do our duty, and remain in the

spirit of oneness and in faith, operating

diligently upon the principles developed

by revelation upon revelation, and pre-

cept upon precept, and law upon law, and

truth upon truth. We find ourselves a

government organized upon these great

principles, and a government in peace.

This government has to maintain its

character, and become a standard, hav-

ing developed in it every principle for

the salvation of the living and the dead;

to hold the keys of the Priesthood that

bear rule in heaven, on earth, and in

hell, and maintain a people built upon

it, which is all necessary in order to be-

come a standard. To this the Ten Tribes

will look, to this will look the scattered

remnants that are aware of the promise

to Abraham, that in his seed, and not

in some other Priesthood and lineage,

shall all the nations and people of the

earth be blessed. Where should they

look, if we were to be scattered abroad,

if we should come to a standstill, and

stick our stakes, and say to the Almighty

and to His servants—"We will do this,

and that, and that is what we will not

do, but we will go our own way?" Sup-

pose now the spirit of prophecy should

descend upon the Ten Tribes of Israel,

and they smite the mountains of ice by

the word of God, and the mountains flow

down, and their Prophets travel abroad

to search the world through, for they

have seen the signs in the heavens, and

they feel like the wise men of the east

as they inquired for the Savior; sup-

pose the Ten Tribes come and inquire—

"Where is the Temple of God, for we have


