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is according to the covenant made with

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Why not

stay in England? It is a fine climate,

and, in many respects, it has a good

soil, with trade, and plenty of coal for

fuel. Why not stay in the United States,

where you can get sugar for three cents

per pound? Why did you ever leave

your countries, your native homes, to

come here? Look at these snow-clad

mountains, and naked plains—look at

the scarcity of timber, and the difficulty

of traveling such a distance to get here,

and so far from any market. Bless your

soul, you will not find conveniences in

the world, anywhere, handier than they

are here! Why not stay where you were?

"Why," you say, "I thought I should get

a little instruction here, that I could not

get anywhere else; but, having got that

instruction, I thought to enjoy it, and go

where I pleased." My view of the sub-

ject is this—to gather, and stay gath-

ered, to be organized into the govern-

ment of God, and call it what you please

as to name. They used the word king-

dom in ancient times, meaning nothing

more nor less than government. We

should stay gathered, and count one in

schools, in meetings, in paying tithing,

in paying taxes, in acting our part as

members of the community; count one

when men are needed, if necessary, to

go against the savages; count one in in-

fluence, in beauty, in spirit, in faith,

and in works; to build Temples, to at-

tend to the ordinances, and adminis-

ter to the living and the dead, and set

an example worthy of imitation. What

would a million of people do if they were

all doing this, under one covenant, be-

ing actuated by the same spirit, bap-

tized by one baptism? They would be

a million of that faith, a million of that

spirit, a million of that light and truth,

a million possessing the very powers of

peace, and heaven, and Zion in their bo-

soms. What would they do? Why, the

world itself would see their light. Like a

lighted candle on a candlestick, it could

not be hid. Do you want riches? This is

gold, it is silver, it is clothing, it is bone,

it is sinew, it is industry and power. It

will come flowing to you like a flowing

stream. Your Apostles and your First

Presidency, instead of being perplexed

with the cares of this world, as to how

to plow their fields, or build their cabins,

would not have time scarcely to go out

of yonder temple to get their breakfast,

if we had the temple built. To a people

thus consolidated, nations of the earth

would come. The kings and queens,

and governors and rulers, and a great

many of the house of Israel, and peo-

ple of influence and power out of all na-

tions, would come. They would say, "The

Lord is there, the power of God is there;"

and if they had any money they would

make a deposit of it there, for the nations

would be breaking up, and the people

would want to escape with their life from

war, and distress of nations. The people

would say, "There is where we will go to

find safety, for there the inhabitants live

in union, they have the light of eternal

truth, while other people are in darkness

and ignorance without measure. Those

happy people know how to unite and de-

fend themselves: it is not their numbers

that constitute their strength, but it is

their union, and, of course, their num-

bers have an influence."

If one man is mighty, there are

more mighty. If a man wants the

riches of time and eternity, let him

have a good government, education,

and the laws of heaven to bring up

his children in the right way. He never will

get rich as fast as he would if he cooper-

ated with the kingdom of God. You know

when anything is wanted of me, I am on

hand all the time, though there would not

be a man you could hire. Men will go to


