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and women in every settlement to bear

witness that I have publicly testified that

that order of things could not remain; for

when God has a Prophet on the earth,

and that Prophet tells the people what to

do, and they neglect to do it, they must

suffer for it. I bear witness before you,

this day, in the name of the Lord God of

Israel, that no people can treat lightly

the sayings of a Prophet of God, whom

He places on the earth to direct His peo-

ple, and prosper. I know it is impossible.

I have borne this testimony to the set-

tlements, in my preachings, when I have

visited them. In reply, the folks would

say, "There is no danger, brother Smith,

if we do live in the country, upon our

farms, for it is so unpleasant to live in

town."

When President Young was going

south last season, in one of the large

meetings he addressed at Palmyra, in

Utah County, he bore testimony, in the

name of the Lord God of Israel, that if

the people did not gather into cities and

forts, and fortify themselves, they should

be driven out of these mountains. If God

had come down upon one of these moun-

tains as He did upon Mount Sinai, and

kicked up a tremendous thunderstorm,

I could not have been impressed with

the truth of those remarks one particle

more than I was on that occasion. I knew

Brigham to be a Prophet of the Lord, and

esteemed his words as the voice of God to

the people.

I straightway commenced to encour-

age the people, and preached to them,

and proposed laying out a fort for them,

when they would perhaps turn round

and say, "Really, brother Smith, do you

think there is any danger?" I would

say within myself, "Here are hundreds

and thousands of brethren that have

never been proved; they have never

borne the heat and burden of the day,

but they are picking up the fat valleys

of Ephraim, and selecting good farms,

and securing to themselves beautiful sit-

uations, and making splendid improve-

ments, and living in peace, and eating of

the fat of the land, and forgetting their

God. Can this state of things remain?"

I went to every settlement, and at-

tempted to encourage them to fort, but

failed to accomplish anything towards

getting them to obey the word of the Lord

on this matter. Some of them said they

would move into forts in the fall of the

year.

Sometime in the summer, however, a

man, known in these mountains by the

name of Walker, found that the people

cared nothing about God, or the instruc-

tions of brother Brigham, and brother

George A., so he said, "I wonder if you

will mind me;" and in less than one soli-

tary week, he had more than three hun-

dred families on the move, houses were

thrown down in every direction, and I

presume one hundred thousand dollars

worth of property was wasted.

Had the people listened to the counsel

of President Young, in the first place, and

put their property in a proper place, it

would have been protected. In the coun-

ties of Utah, Juab, and San Pete, the

houses were vacated, and the Indians got

into them, and shot the brethren, so they

had to be entirely demolished, which

rendered it necessary for great numbers

to move into forts. This has been affected

by brother Walker. That bloodthirsty In-

dian, in this matter, had more influence

to make the Saints obey counsel than the

Presidency of this Church had, and could

actually kick up a bigger fuss in a few

days than they could by simply telling

the people the will of the Lord.

When God places a man on the earth

to be His mouth, he says this or that

is the law, and this is the thing for

the people to obey. "Well, but," says

one, "I cannot make as good a liv-

ing in town as I can away out on a


