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thought we could not defend it. And sure

enough we could not, for we have more

property than we can defend, we have

more cattle than we can take care of;

Indians can steal from us all the time,

and we cannot take care of that which

God has given us, because we have so

much of it; and for want of its being

brought under a proper organization, it

is badly scattered and exposed; and un-

til we make proper provisions to take

care of our stock, evil-minded persons

will plunder us.

If we had built our forts, established

our corrals, and taken care of everything

we had, according to the instructions

that all the new settlements received,

this Indian war never would have com-

menced, because the Indians would have

discovered there was no chance for plun-

der. They had no idea we would move

into forts as we have done.

I advised one individual, before he

built a house out on a farm, to build

in the city. O no, he must have more

room; and he built in one of the most

dangerous positions in the mountains.

By and by the Indians drove him in. I

absolutely did know, if I let that man's

house stand, his family would sooner or

later be murdered, which might have oc-

curred any day; so I issued an order for

it to be removed. He durst not trust

me to remove it, for fear I should break

something; and don't you think the poor

miserable fellow broke two joists in re-

moving it himself, which did not appear

so small a matter to him as it does to

us. He lost considerable, because he

would not build in a safe place. His

house was situated in a position to com-

pletely command the mouth of a canyon,

and at the same time a more danger-

ous place did not exist in the district;

the safety of the settlement actually re-

quired its removal.

There were several men wounded

through leaving their houses and not

throwing them down, for they became a

barricade for the Indians; so I took upon

me the responsibility of removing such

dangerous places as would give shelter

to our enemies, while they pierced us

with their bullets.

Some men would tell me such a

course was not strictly according to law.

I told them I should save the lives of the

people. And if they had not been gath-

ered up, scores of men, women, and chil-

dren would have been butchered before

now.

I presume I have talked to you long

enough. It is a matter I feel consider-

able about. I know men are careless,

women are careless; and if there is not

greater care taken, women will be car-

ried away prisoners; and their children

will be murdered, if they wander off care-

lessly and unprotected. I tell you, in

a country like this, where women are

scarce and hard to get, we have great

need to take care of them, and not let the

Indians have them.

Walker himself has teased me for a

white wife; and if any of the sisters will

volunteer to marry him, I believe I can

close the war forthwith. I am certain, un-

less men take better care of their women,

Walker may supply himself on a liberal

scale, and without closing the war either.

In conclusion I will say, if any lady

wishes to be Mrs. Walker, if she will re-

port herself to me, I will agree to negoti-

ate the match.


